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Von Vinson Synan : The Holiness-Pentecostal Tradition: Charismatic Movementsin the Twentieth Century
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Holiness-
Pentecostal Tradition: Charismatic Movements in the Twentieth Century:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste KundenrezensionenO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
Excellent reading, good historical perspective, insightfulVVon Ralph J. Turnerl read this book in three sittings over the
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Christmas Holidays, 1997. As a student of Methodist history, | was intruigued with the Wesleyan aspect of the
Pentecostal/Holiness movement. His understanding of the development of Holiness/Spirit-filled groups of believersin
the Protestant and Orthodox/Roman Catholic churches can lead one to the perspective that the emphases of those
religious heritages become complete when one respects (1) the awe/fear/majesty of God as demonstrated in the
Orthodox Roman Catholic traditions, (2) the emphasis of the Prostestant traditions of a personal relationship with
Christ and on the Word of God as contained in the Bible, and (3) the sense of comfort and "the Peace that passes all
understanding as it comes and fills our hearts" as we experience the Holy Spirit in our lives. Although | am, and
probably always will be "an evangelical orthodox Wesleyan", this book has encouraged me to be open to the Holy
Spirit and Itsinfluence on my everyday life. Please read this with an open mind and a prayerful heart.0 von O Kunden
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Outstanding history of PentecostalismVon Chris JohnsonThis book explores
the history of Pentecostal and charismatic Christianity from its roots in Methodism until the present day. The
charismatic movements are covered a bit more extensively and respectfully here than they are in Harvey Cox's Fire
from Heaven. Mr. Synan does not gloss over some of Pentecostalism's more bizarre manifestations, but he is always
respectful of the movement as awhole, certainly far more respectful that many mainline Protestants or fundamentalists
(which are not the same as Pentecostals, as Mr. Synan takes care to point out)would be. The writing is clear and
readable, apart from the fact that Mr. Synan seems to "use quotation marks" indiscriminately, something | find "kind
of irritating." Aside from extremely little quibble, I cannot recommend this book too highly.0 von 0 Kunden fanden
die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A thourgh overview of the roots of the Pentecostal movement.Von Ein KundeMr.
Synans work reflects his deep understanding of the evolution of the Pentecostal movement in the United States.
Though his effort is marked by the occasional error (by no means excessive), the work is by far the most authoritative,
comprehensive, and thought out Protestant historical/theological piece | have had the pleasure to read. Anyone who
claims an affiliation with Christianity would do well to verse themselves in the pseudo-religion that is Pentecostalism,
and Mr. Synanswork is by far the most opportune avenue by which to know and understand this unusual religious
practice.

KurzbeschreibungCalled "a pioneer contribution” byChurch Historywhen it was first published in 1971 asThe
Holiness-Pentecostal Movement in the United States, this volume has now been revised and enlarged by Vinson Synan
to account for the incredible changes that have occurred in the church world during the last quarter of the twentieth
century. Synan brings together the stories of the many movements usually listed as "holiness,” "pentecostal," or
"charismatic," and shows that there is an identifiable "second blessing" tradition in Christianity that began with the
Catholic and Anglican mystics, that was crystallized in the teaching of John Wesley, and that was further perpetuated
through the holiness and Keswick movements of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries to the appearance of modern
Pentecostalism. Synan then chronicles the story of the spread of Pentecostalism around the world after the heady days
of the Azusa Street awakening, with specia attention given to the beginnings of the movement in those nations where
Pentecostalism has become a major religious force. He also examines the rise of various mainline-church charismatic
movements that have their roots in Pentecostalism. Because of the explosive growth of the Pentecostal movement in
the last half of the century, Pentecostals and Charismatics now constitute the second largest family of Christiansin the
world after the Roman Catholic Church. "This could well be the major story of Christianity in the twentieth century,”
writes Synan. "Pentecostalism has grown beyond a mere passing 'movement' . . . and can now be seen as a major
Christian 'tradition’ alongside the Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and Reformation Protestant traditions.” The Holiness-
Pentecostal Traditionwill continue to be an important handbook for shaping our understanding of this phenomenon.



