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Von Harry Reid, Mark Warren : The Good Fight: Hard L essons from Sear chlight to Washington before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Good Fight: Hard
Lessons from Searchlight to Washington:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. excellent
on Bush but can't match autobios of Eur. politiciansVon Siegfried SutterlinHarry Reid came from atotally non-
religious, squalid background in the tough Nevada mining town of Searchlight. His father, a miner, abused both
alcohol and hiswife. Reid and his brothers "took him down" once to stop the abuse. Eventually, Harry rose through
hard work, 75 to 80 hours per week, and, with some networking help, became alawyer.His parental home, a shocking


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B001974DFG

shack far worse than Elvis Presley's parental shack in Tupelo, Miss., had no equivalent in most advanced nationsin
'39, the year of his birth. The question that immediately arisesiswhy does Reid fail to address the fact that Slum
houses were so prominent, so widely dispersed acrossthe U.S. at that time and still constitute, at the present, a major
feature of dumerica. Here arises a subtle theme of Reid's book, namely, one works oneself out of slumerica, but one
doesn't understand why slumerica continues. Reid never once focuses on thisissue. Instead, he usesit for
grandstanding, for hooking onto the |og-cabin-to-the-White-House myth, the Horatio Alger myth, the aspirational
sentiments of most in spite of the fact that downward mobility is the reality of many Americans far more than in most
advanced nations. (See the number of university educated people living in marginal trailer homes or having jobs that
are performed by grade-school gradsin other nations or check economic research summarized in " The Economist” re
upward mobility among the poor in the EU being far better than in the U.S.)Reid values education, but it was of the
type that is used for career advancement, for escaping the slum and squalor of slumerica. In spite of becoming
credentialed, he failed in being educated. He absorbed and never weaned himself of the crude values of the coarse and
tough mining town. He revered turning out for football and boxing and adulated coaches. Y et, in the absence of ethical-
philosophical growth, the true qualities of becoming educated, he never once (like autobios or even scholarly accounts
of Nixon, Ford, LBJ, Eisenhower, etc.) focuses on becoming educated. Turning out for football and boxing and being
subordinated to the exploitative bureaucratic processing of sports bureaucraciesis all dominating. Reid does not grasp
that organized sports bureaucracies have bludgeoned the educational system. Coaches at many universities may earn 2
to 8 times more than their presidents and academic corruption related to sportsis epidemic acrossthe U.S. It is crucial
to grasp the fact that senior American politicians totally avoid thisissue and cannot even admit it nor understand it nor
reform it. In this sense, Reid is like the ones he correctly criticizes, namely, Bush, Rumsfeld, et al.Like Bush, Reid has
ahistory degree and like Bush exhibits few signs of having learned the wisdom of history. Instead, as most senior
politicians, he perpetuates the myth of the "Great Country," the myth of U.S. soldiers being "the most thoughtful" and
"poised 18 year-olds anywhere." (He needs to read Chalmers Johnson, et a. and look at comparative crime rates of
U.S. bases abroad, for astart). Above all, he adheres to the invalid and dangerous notion--which one doesn't find in
most nations--that the military dispenses liberties. While advocating not using the Y ucca site for nuclear storage, he
evades completely how nuclear tests and other military activities have spread nuclear contamination and toxicities not
just across his home state Nevada, but across all of the U.S. so that the clean-up cost will bludgeon the living standard
and tie millstones around the necks of all U.S. taxpayers--if such contamination can even be cleaned up. Amazing how
he istotally unaware that military-derived poisons across the U.S. have become a noticeable cause of diseases and
deaths.After marrying, Reid embraced religion though he does not tell why, leaving the suspicion it was, asis the case
with many politicians, for political posturing. He entitled his book "The Good Fight" which may have been derived
from the Bible though it may also echo his coarse background and patronizing boxing fights of Mohammed Ali in Las
Vegas ambience.Nevertheless, Senator Reid acquires unquestionable moral stature in the direction of Fulbright during
the Vietnam erawhen he, with sincerity, exposes, criticizes and triesto correct Bush's massive deceptions, violation of
laws and war crimes. Thisis THE crucial and most important issue and here Reid redeems himself successfully.But
again, had he familiarized himself with the facts before the Irag war broke out by reading foreign news accounts
(which gave plenty of correct info), he could have avoided voting for the war. Thus, the excuse that Bush misled
Congress won't fly. It was the pressure of the junior high school political pep rally mentality which kow-towed
Congress into submission.Reid does not seem to be aware that social security and other policies, which he affirms and
defends are adopted from foreign countries. He states that they made "America great.” The fact that ecological policies
are also coming from abroad (as corrective measures did with the car industry, with inflation and the educational
system, etc.) deniesthe validity of Reid's characterization that the U.S. is as "self-correcting as any society ever to
have existed." The fact remains that slumerica has not been corrected since his birth: 75 to 80 hour work-weeks are
more common here than abroad, the infrastructure is dilapidated, huge overwhelming debts everywhere, massive trade
deficits, a constantly declining dollar and no savings rate. Thus, the greatest failing of Reid's book, namely, no focus on
Americas economic conditions, nothing about the mortgage mess, the stock market corruption and the Sand L
imbroglio, etc. and, above all, no comparison how other nations without many resources have no grinding poverty that
characterizes slumerica. For someone who came from slumerica, thisis puzzling and should cause him to read "Why
the U.S. Needs an Economic Miracle" accessibleat "[...]".

KurzbeschreibungAfter a childhood of shocking poverty, Harry Reid completed law school, working as a policeman to
pay hisway. He faced death threats as the head of the Nevada Gaming Commission trying to clean up Las Vegas.
Eventually he rose to become Senate Mg ority Leader in Washington-without ever forgetting the mining town he came
from, or the battles he fought along the way. Thisisthat rare book by a politician that is more than aglorified press
release. It is an extraordinary American story-told in avoice that isflinty, real, and filled with

passi on.PressestimmenFrom the man who battled the Bush Administration comes "a compelling memoir...at times



heartwrenching." -Las Vegas -Journa "Vividly describes his contentious relationship with President Bush." -Esquire
"Recounts fights with everyone from classmates to the man who would eventually become his father-in-law, preparing
him for a senatorial life of battling the Bush White House and Republican filibusters." -Washington
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