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Triumph des GlaubensVon J. RuppGeorge Weigel, der als Experte fr katholische Studien in Washington ttig ist, legt 
mit dieser Arbeit den krnenden Abschluss seiner intensiven Auseinandersetzung mit Leben und Werk von Johannes 
Paul II. vor. Bereits 1999 hatte er mit seiner Biographie "Witness to Hope eine grundlegende Studie ber den 
polnischen Papst verffentlicht, die er nun mit dieser Publikation gekonnt ergnzt und vollendet.Weigel behandelt im 
ersten Teil seines Buches neue Erkenntnisse ber den jahrzehntelangen Kampf der kommunistischen Regime und ihrer 
Geheimdienste gegen Karol Jzef Wojtyla und die katholische Kirche im Ostblock. Gesttzt auf eine breite Quellenbasis 
ist ihm dies jetzt mglich.Im zweiten Teil geht er auf die letzten Lebensjahre des Papstes ein, die er in ihrer ganzen 
Dramatik ausfhrlich schildert. Der dritte Abschnitt beinhaltet eine historische Einordnung der Leistungen und 
Versumnisse von Johannes Paul II., dem Weigel insgesamt mit viel Sympathie und Respekt begegnet.Im Prolog fhrt er 
zunchst noch einmal die wichtigsten Lebensstationen von Karol Wojtyla auf, was dem Verstndnis des Lesers sehr 
entgegenkommt. Danach befasst sich Weigel detailliert mit der extrem schwierigen Situation der katholischen Kirche 
in Polen und in Osteuropa, die sich nach dem Zweiten Weltkrieg mit einer kommunistischen Gewaltherrschaft 
konfrontiert sah.In diesem spannungsreichen und gefhrlichen Umfeld machte der junge Wojtyla von Krakau aus rasch 
Karriere, was vom polnischen Geheimdienst frhzeitig registriert und misstrauisch beugt wurde. Ironischerweise frderte 
die KP-Fhrung seinen Aufstieg, weil man sich dadurch erhoffte, einen Rivalen zu Stefan Kardinal Wyszyski 
aufzubauen. Der Primas von Polen sollte in seiner Position geschwcht werden, um die verhasste Kirche besser spalten 
und kontrollieren zu knnen. Die beiden Kirchenfhrer lieen sich aber nicht gegeneinander ausspielen und machten dem 
inhumanen Treiben der Kommunisten weiterhin das Leben schwer.Solche antikommunistischen Aktivitten wurden 
auch im Vatikan mit Besorgnis betrachtet. Papst Paul VI. und seine Diplomaten verfolgten in den sechziger und 
siebziger Jahren eine auf Deeskalation und Entspannung ausgerichtete "Ostpolitik, die eine Konfrontation mit den 
kommunistischen Machthabern mglichst vermied. Der Kreml und seine Satelliten dankten es dem Vatikan, indem sie 
diesen mit Spitzeln und Spionen zu unterwandern versuchten.Als der Erzbischof von Krakau 1978 in die Fuspuren des 
Fischers trat, vollzog sich allerdings eine moralische Revolution in der Auenpolitik des "Heiligen Stuhls. Johannes 
Paul II. befrderte zwar die diplomatischen Hauptvertreter der "Ostpolitik, orientierte sich aber an seinen 
Fronterfahrungen im Umgang mit der kommunistischen Ideologie und deren Reprsentanten. So forderte er stets die 
Einhaltung der Menschenrechte ein, worunter er nicht zuletzt die Religionsfreiheit verstand. Bei seinen drei Besuchen 
in Polen, die er vor 1989 absolvierte, machte er der demokratisch nicht legitimierten Regierung unmissverstndlich 
deutlich, dass er auf der Seite der Bevlkerung und der Opposition stand. Seine konsequente Haltung gab den 
Menschen in seiner alten Heimat die notwendige Untersttzung und Hoffnung, in ihrem Kampf nach Selbstbestimmung 
nicht nachzulassen. Die weitgehend friedliche Revolution der Jahre 1989/90 besttigte dann die Grundberzeugungen 
des Papstes in beeindruckender Weise.Den zweiten Teil seiner Arbeit beginnt Weigel mit einem Zeitsprung. Am Ende 
der neunziger Jahre standen die Vorbereitungen fr das Jubilumsjahr 2000 im Mittelpunkt des ppstlichen Interesses. 
Johannes Paul II. nutzte die Feierlichkeiten des Jubilums dazu aus, um den missionarischen Auftrag der Kirche wieder 
in das Zentrum der Aufmerksamkeit zu rcken. Dies bezog sich gerade auch auf Europa, wo der "Heilige Vater mit 
groer Sorge eine zunehmende Abkehr vom Christentum befrchtete.Zudem bemhte er sich redlich um eine 
Verbesserung der kumene und um eine Ausshnung mit dem Judentum. Der religise Dialog war ihm stets sehr wichtig, 
was sich beispielsweise in seinem offenen Verhltnis zum Islam manifestierte. Selbst die Terroranschlge vom 
11.09.2001 konnten ihn hiervon nicht abbringen.Die Reaktion der amerikanischen Auenpolitik auf diese Anschlge 
wurde von Teilen der Brokratie im Vatikan mit Skepsis oder Ablehnung verfolgt. Insbesondere der Krieg gegen den 
Irak lste eine heftige Kontroverse zwischen den beiden Staaten aus. Weigel verweist allerdings auf den Umstand, dass 
die diesbezgliche Kritik des Papstes weitaus differenzierter ausfiel, als es die einseitige Berichterstattung in den 
linksliberalen Medien vermuten lie.Der Autor unternimmt im abschlieenden Teil seines Buches den Versuch einer 
systematischen Bewertung des Pontifikats von Johannes Paul II.. Dessen Beitrag zur berwindung des Kalten Krieges 
hlt er fr epochal; seine ffentlichkeitsarbeit zugunsten der katholischen Kirche ist fr ihn einmalig. Die Persnlichkeit des 
Papstes, welche durch den christlichen Glauben, die Hoffnung und die Nchstenliebe geprgt wurde, ist fr ihn ebenfalls 
ber jeden Zweifel erhaben.Kritisch sieht Weigel vor allem das Ausbleiben einer grundlegenden Verwaltungsreform in 
der Vatikanstadt. Johannes Paul II. htte whrend seiner Amtszeit hier mehr erreichen knnen. Gleiches gilt fr das 
Versumnis, die Theorie des gerechten Krieges nicht weiterentwickelt zu haben. Zudem unterschtzte der Papst die 
tiefen historischen und kulturellen Grben, welche die katholische Kirche und die orthodoxe Ostkirche voneinander 
trennten. Die von Johannes Paul II. gewnschte Annherung konnte deshalb nur teilweise gelingen.George Weigel ist es 
jedenfalls ganz gelungen, eine berzeugende Studie vorzulegen. Seine Arbeit wird ber Jahre hinweg ein Standardwerk 
bleiben, wenn es um die Beschftigung mit dem langen Lebensweg des Karol Jzef Wojtyla geht.Jrgen Rupp

KurzbeschreibungAs March gave way to April in the spring of 2005 and the world kept vigil outside the apostolic 
palace in Rome, the pontificate of Pope John Paul II, then drawing to a poignant end, was already being described as 
one of the most consequential in two millennia of Christian history.With these words, world-renowned author and 



NBC Vatican analyst George Weigel begins his long-awaited sequel to the international bestsellerWitness to Hope: 
The Biography of Pope John Paul II. More than ten years in the making, The End and the Beginning: Pope John Paul 
IITheVictory ofFreedom, the Last Years, the Legacytells the dramatic story of the Popes battle with communism in 
light of new and recently disclosed information and brings to a close Weigels landmark portrait of a man who not only 
left an indelible mark on the Catholic Church, but also changed the course of world history.When he was elected pope 
in the fall of 1978, few people had ever heard of the charismatic Karol Wojtya. But in avery short time he would ignite 
a revolution of conscience in his native Poland that would ultimately lead to the collapse of European communism and 
death of the Soviet Union. What even fewer people knew was that the KGB, the Polish Secret Police, and the East 
German Stasi had been waging a dangerous, decades-long war againstWojtyaand the Vatican itself. Weigel, with 
unprecedented access to many Soviet-era documents, chronicles John Pauls struggle against the dark forces of 
communism. Moreover, Weigel recounts the tumultuous last years of John Pauls life as he dealt with a crippling 
illness as well as the new world disorder and revelations about corruption within the Catholic Church. Weigels 
thought-provoking biography of John Paul II concludes with a probing and passionate assessment of a man who lived 
his life as a witness to hope in service to the Christian ideals he embraced.From the Hardcover 
edition.PressestimmenPraise for The End and the BeginningThe author of the landmark Witness to Hope has now 
finished the story he began so brilliantly. In his new book, George Weigelbiographer and theologiandetails John Paul 
II's battle against totalitarianism and chronicles the Holy Father's humble acceptance of suffering at the end of earthly 
life. As ever, Weigel writes with confidence, clarity, and insight. Jon Meacham, Editor of Newsweek and Pulitzer 
Prize Winning Author of American LionThe saga of John Paul the Second is now complete; unveiled with a grace and 
eloquence that only George Weigel could summon. Here is the final act of a life of "serenity and adventure," told from 
the inside. The personal drama of John Paul's last days and his heroic public acts in the face of incredible obstacles, 
both move and inspire.For anyone who cares about the witness of faith and the mysterious power of suffering, this 
work is not to be missed. Weigel has given us a biography as luminous and lasting as the life it captures. Raymond 
Arroyo, New York Times Bestselling Author of Mother Angelica and host of EWTN's "The World Over"Weve been 
awaiting it for a decade since his acclaimed Witness to Hope and George Weigels The End and the Beginning is well-
worth the wait! It is impossible to comprehend fully the twentieth century without considering John Paul II, and it is 
difficult to appreciate him without plunging into this book, an enjoyable task indeed. Most Reverend Timothy M. 
Dolan, Archbishop of New YorkWeigel has written what can only be described as an unforgettable book a portrait of 
Karol Wojtyla, his Church and his times that vividly captures one of the central characters of the last 100 years. 
Compellingly written, rich in drama and exhaustive in its research, this is the definitive work on the life and legacy of 
the Polish Pope, and a crowning sequel to Weigels Witness to Hope. Most Reverend Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., 
Archbishop of DenverThis magnificent sequel to George Weigel's Witness to Hope includes a compelling account of 
John Paul II's last years as well as an insightful assessment of the great Pope's legacy. But the most fascinating section 
of the book is a detailed and well-documented study of John Paul's long struggle against Communism, from his days 
as a seminarian through the dramatic events of the 1980's. Throughout this study, Weigel's intellectual acuity, his fine 
prose style, and his passion for the church are on clear display. If there was any doubt on the matter, The End and the 
Beginning proves that George Weigel is the great singer of the song of Karol Wojtyla. Robert Barron, The Catholicism 
ProjectIn thissequel toWitness to Hope, George Weigelhas put the final touches on hisdefinitive portrait ofJohn Paul 
the Great.With the aid of newly available material, he has filled out his account ofWojtyla'srole in the demise 
ofEuropean communismwith the story ofthe relentless campaign thatSoviet-era operativeswere waging against their 
feared Polish antagonist in those years.Withhis insights into Vatican diplomacy, hisportrayal ofthe aging pontiff's 
struggleswithchallenges tothe Church in the postmodern world,and his judicious assessment ofhis subject's spiritual 
and intellectual legacy, Weigel has given us yet anothermasterpiece of biography. Mary AnnGlendon, Professor 
ofLaw,Harvard University and Former U.S. Ambassador to the Holy See Here is the story in full of a life lived in 
fullness.George Weigel completes the work begun in Witness to Hope. He spells out the significance of a supremely 
significant life. John Paul II was a pope not just for our time, but for the ages. His closing years offered a renewed 
witness with very public deeds of love and suffering.Yet this is not an exercise in nostalgia. Weigel doesn't shrink 
from the charges of the pontiff's critics, and he provides a courageous analysis of the man's handling of the Church's 
sexual and financial scandals. It's difficult to predict how history will judge our contemporaries. In this case, though, 
Weigel makes it abundantly clear. Dr. Scott Hahn, Nationally Bestselling Author of Signs of Life and The Lambs 
SupperThis book is the Rosetta Stone of John Paul II's life and legacy. Only George Weigel's masterful combination of 
rare opportunities and rarer intuitive skill could do justice to John Paul II's epic life that changed the world. If you 
really want to know John Paul II and his legacy, The End and the Beginning is indispensable reading. More than a 
sequel to Witness to Hope, this is the climax an interpretive key like no other. Carl A. Anderson, Supreme Knight and 
Chief Executive Officer of the Knights of Columbus and New York Times Bestselling Author of Civilization of Love 
and Our Lady of GuadalupeGeorge Weigel has already given the world the definitive biography of Pope John Paul II, 
and this is an indispensable second volume. It is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the man and the 
Church he led for a quarter-century. John L. Allen Jr., author of The Future ChurchAs a young man, Karol Wojtyla 



studied drama, but the greatest human drama of the second half of the twentieth century is the story of his life, his 
calling, his pontificate. George Weigel draws upon his immense personal knowledge and his finely tuned sense of 
history to describe the last act of John Pauls life and offer a balanced and appreciative review of the play. This is a 
book for everyone who wants to be informed about the life of the Catholic Church in recent times, but those who knew 
and loved the late Pope are especially in Weigels debt. Francis Cardinal George, OMI, Archbishop of ChicagoThose 
of us who waited expectantly for the sequel to George Weigels towering biography of Pope John Paul II, Witness to 
Hope, now have every reason to celebrate the appearance of The End and the Beginning. Few modern biographers 
accomplish the likes of Weigels achievement, so evident in these volumes. Most Reverend Edwin F. OBrien, 
Archbishop of BaltimoreKurzbeschreibungAs March gave way to April in the spring of 2005 and the world kept vigil 
outside the apostolic palace in Rome, the pontificate of Pope John Paul II, then drawing to a poignant end, was already 
being described as one of the most consequential in two millennia of Christian history.With these words, world-
renowned author and NBC Vatican analyst George Weigel begins his long-awaited sequel to the international 
bestsellerWitness to Hope: The Biography of Pope John Paul II. More than ten years in the making, The End and the 
Beginning: Pope John Paul IITheVictory ofFreedom, the Last Years, the Legacytells the dramatic story of the Popes 
battle with communism in light of new and recently disclosed information and brings to a close Weigels landmark 
portrait of a man who not only left an indelible mark on the Catholic Church, but also changed the course of world 
history.When he was elected pope in the fall of 1978, few people had ever heard of the charismatic Karol Wojtya. But 
in avery short time he would ignite a revolution of conscience in his native Poland that would ultimately lead to the 
collapse of European communism and death of the Soviet Union. What even fewer people knew was that the KGB, the 
Polish Secret Police, and the East German Stasi had been waging a dangerous, decades-long war againstWojtyaand the 
Vatican itself. Weigel, with unprecedented access to many Soviet-era documents, chronicles John Pauls struggle 
against the dark forces of communism. Moreover, Weigel recounts the tumultuous last years of John Pauls life as he 
dealt with a crippling illness as well as the new world disorder and revelations about corruption within the Catholic 
Church. Weigels thought-provoking biography of John Paul II concludes with a probing and passionate assessment of 
a man who lived his life as a witness to hope in service to the Christian ideals he embraced.From the Hardcover 
edition. 


