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Von E. G. Hinson : The Early Church: Origins to the Dawn of the Middle Ages  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Early Church: Origins to the Dawn of the Middle 
Ages: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Highly 
readable early Christianity with great insightVon Joseph Stagnitto (Stagnitto@rocketmail.com)I have personally done 
much research into what I consider the fascinating world of early Christianity in the post-apostolic period. 
Unfortunately, much of the literature written on the subject is either in archaic, stuffy style or in an arridly dry 
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scholastic style. Hinson's treatment is a refreshing oasis in a veritable desert of book-paper dust. He has written a 
concise treatment of an important and lengthy period in the crucial-developmental stage of Christianity saying MORE 
than voluminous treatments on the subject. The writing is fluid and the pages turn ever so quickly all the while 
retaining the lessons being conveyed. Hinson also gives us fresh insights with a new angle of looking deeply into the 
conflicts and debates that arose in the early Christian community that formed the basis of what most Christians believe 
today. One would almost believe Hinson - in his former life - was a fly on the wall while all this was going on. I was 
so delighted and energized by reading Hinson's work that upon finishing it I searched for more works by this talented 
professor with a flair for turning a dry topic into a bubbly-tickle-in-your-nose experience. I do look forward to learning 
more from Hinson in the future.0 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. This book needs chronology 
and an index!Von Ein KundeWhile I found this book to be interesting, it was hard to follow and it most definitely 
needs an index!

KurzbeschreibungAn introduction to the history of the Christian church from its inception to approximately 600 C.E., 
this volume seeks to balance the traditional presentation of notable figures, councils, and controversies with the telling 
of the story of the ordinary Christian during this era. An important feature of this work is its attendance to the stories 
of ordinary lay Christians--particularly women--and what Christian faith meant within the overall context of their 
lives. Other emphases include the church's changing role in society during this period (and the fateful consequences 
those changes have had for modern Christians) and the development of early Christian spirituality.Employing a socio-
institutional approach, Hinson divides his material into five major periods:(1) Beginnings to 70 C.E. (2) 70-180, 
during which Christianity broadcast itself throughout the Roman Empire and beyond (3) 175-313, wherein the church 
achieved new status and came under official scrutiny as a threat to the empire (4) 313-400, in which the church faced 
the major challenge of Christianizing the empire now embracing it (5) 400-600, when the Germanic "invasions" led to 
a rift between East and West and posed new challenges to the church's survival and growth. KurzbeschreibungAn 
introduction to the history of the Christian church from its inception to approximately 600 C.E., this volume seeks to 
balance the traditional presentation of notable figures, councils, and controversies with the telling of the story of the 
ordinary Christian during this era. An important feature of this work is its attendance to the stories of ordinary lay 
Christians--particularly women--and what Christian faith meant within the overall context of their lives. Other 
emphases include the church's changing role in society during this period (and the fateful consequences those changes 
have had for modern Christians) and the development of early Christian spirituality.Employing a socio-institutional 
approach, Hinson divides his material into five major periods:(1) Beginnings to 70 C.E. (2) 70-180, during which 
Christianity broadcast itself throughout the Roman Empire and beyond (3) 175-313, wherein the church achieved new 
status and came under official scrutiny as a threat to the empire (4) 313-400, in which the church faced the major 
challenge of Christianizing the empire now embracing it (5) 400-600, when the Germanic "invasions" led to a rift 
between East and West and posed new challenges to the church's survival and growth. BuchrckseiteAn introduction to 
the history of the Christian church from its inception to approx. 600 C.E., this volume seeks to balance the traditional 
presentation of notable figures, councils, and controversies with the telling of the story of the ordinary Christian during 
this era. Employing a socioinstitutional approach, Hinson divides his material into five major periods: 1. Beginnings to 
70 C.E.; 2. 70-180, during which Christianity broadcast itself throughout the Roman Empire and beyond; 3. 175-313, 
wherein the church achieved new status and came under official scrutiny as a threat to the empire; 4. 313-400, in 
which the church faced the major challenge of christianizing the empire now embracing it; 5. 400-600, when the 
Germanic "invasions" led to a rift between East and West and posed new challenges to the church's survival and 
growth. An important feature of this work is its attendance to the stories of ordinary lay Christians, particularly 
women, and what Christian faith meant within the overall context of their lives. Other emphases include the church's 
changing role in society during this period (and the fateful consequences those changes have had for modern 
Christians) and the development of early Christian spirituality. 


