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Von Wilkie, 1824-1889 Collins : The Dead Secret A Novel  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Dead Secret A Novel: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Charming Predecessor to _The Woman in White_.Von Lauryn AngelThis is the last of what critics refer to as Collins's 
"apprentice novels", meaning that this is the last novel he wrote before he achieved fame with _The Woman in 
White_. Many of the themes Collins used in _The Woman in White_ seem to have been tested here, most notably the 
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question of the identity of a mysterious woman, but the themes of legitimacy and secrecy play important parts as well. 
Collins also has a non-British character with a prominent part in this novel, but the German Uncle Joseph is as 
endearing as the Italian Count Fosco is sinister. Andrew Treverton and his servant, Shrowl, provide comic relief in a 
manner similar to Frederick Fairlie -- they exhibit the type of antisocial behavior that is irritating in real life, but is 
somehow rendered amusing in print.Unlike _The Woman in White_ or _The Moonstone_, there are no real villains in 
this novel. There are no intrigues to gain fortunes. There is, however, a ghost. Or is there? The mystery of this novel is 
of the commonplace variety; it is a question of a domestic secret rather than that of a stolen Indian diamond or a 
woman's sanity. Despite all of this, the novel is still a page turner. Even after the story became a bit predictable, I 
couldn't put the book down until I knew for sure what happened to Rosamond Frankland and Sarah Leeson.As usual, 
Collins has assembled an interesting bunch of characters: the sea captain, the actress, the misanthrope, the mysterious 
maid, and the young married couple. I found Sarah Leeson to be at once the most interesting and the most sympathetic 
character. This woman has obviously had a tragic past, a past which torments her, and it is only at the novel's close 
that Collins reveals what happened to destroy her happiness.All-in-all, this is a charming, fast-paced read that would 
be perfect for a lazy Saturday afternoon.

KurzbeschreibungHardPress Classic Books SeriesKurzbeschreibungHardPress Classic Books Seriesber den Autor und 
weitere MitwirkendeWilkie Collins was born in 1824. A close friend and contemporary of Charles Dickens, Collins 
became one of the best known of Victorian fiction writers. He wrote 25 novels, 50 short stories, 15 plays, and over 100 
non-fiction pieces. His work showed the beginnings of detective fiction and horror writing. He died on September 23, 
1889. 


