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Von Jack London : The Cruise of the Snark (Dover Maritime)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Cruise of the Snark (Dover Maritime): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. a ninety 
year-old book that could be written yesterdayVon Ein KundeThe Cruise of the Snark relays the saga of Jack London's 
construction, and two-year voyage in a 45-foot sailing ketch from San Francisco to Hawaii, the Marquesas, Tahiti, and 
the head-hunting Solomon islands. His difficulties in getting the boat built after the 1906 San Fran earthquake are 
hilarious as he describes the assaults of his contractors and creditors during the construction. After they finally launch 
the voyage six months late, they manage to find Hawaii through sheer luck, where Jack and his plucky wife, 
Charmain, learn to surf (remember this is 1907!), visit the leper colony at Molokai and the "House of the Sun" 
volcanic crater on Maui. Then comes the "impossible traverse" to the Marquesas, which they didn't realize couldn't be 
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done until a week after they'd begun. Continuing on to Tahiti and the savage Solomon islands, Jack and his determined 
"Snarkites" encounter natives, tribal chieftains, missionaries, and overcome their problems with incredible persistence 
and naivete as only some of the first white people to enter these areas could possess. Incidentally, the "cook" on this 
voyage was the famous photographer and world explorer Martin Johnson who was picked to go on his very first 
adventure by a letter to Jack advertising his thirst for travel. With his wife Osa, he would years later revisit the 
Solomons for the purpose of photographing cannibalism before embarking on their epic photographic safaris in Africa 
and Borneo. Jack only mentions Martin in passing during "the Cruise", perhaps sensing some literary and 
photographic competition that he would encounter later. This book is a great shelf companion to Martin's "Through the 
South Seas with Jack London", upon which he began his great series of travel books. "The Cruise" gives Jack's 
viewpoint as the sponsor of the trip, and an established literary giant. Whereas Martin's opinions on the racial makeup 
of the islanders are quite bigoted and reflect the prevailing views of the turn of the century, Jack is more open-minded, 
and willing to point out the failings of the white race in adapting to these island paradises. "The Cruise" is a great non-
fiction book, among few others by London such as "the Abyss" that tell of his adventures and opinions first-hand as 
they happen. It truly captures his sarcastic yet hopeful perspective of himself and the whole concept of adventure.0 
von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Read it in Hawaii!Von Ein KundeIf you are travelling to 
Hawaii or any Polynesian destination, then make this book one of your companions. London makes you feel like you 
are on the boat with him as he takes you from the docks of San Fransisco, to the Hawaiin Isles, to Tahiti and beyond. 
With tremendous humility and wit London portrays his journey through the South Seas brilliantly, ultimately 
concluding that attempting to live out a dream can become a nightmarish reality.

KurzbeschreibungBarely 30 years old and the wildly popular author of The Call of the Wild, Martin Eden, and other 
successful novels, Jack London's determined to follow the example of his boyhood idol, Herman Melville, and explore 
the islands of the South Pacific. Accompanied by his wife and two crew members, London set sail from San Francisco 
in 1906 aboard the Snark, a custom-made 55-foot ketch.With wry good humor, London recounts both the exhilaration 
and hardship of a two-year voyage aboard a small, leaky craft. His vital, colorful narrative carries readers along with 
the intrepid crew through stormy seas, illness, and navigational uncertainty. These difficulties are counterbalanced by 
abundant rewards, including panoramic vistas of the natural beauties of Hawaii, Bora Bora, Tahiti, the Marquesas 
Islands, and other exotic locales. The hospitality of the South Pacific islanders proves even more overwhelming than 
the scenery; everywhere the Snark ventures, its crew is greeted with feasts, celebrations, and lavish expressions of 
goodwill.Enhanced with 119 original photographs, this rollicking blend of excitement and adventure represents one of 
the most interesting and best-written narratives of a sea voyage ever written. Related in the compelling voice of a 
master storyteller, The Cruise of the Snark promises a memorable reading experience for armchair sailors, old salts, 
and any lover of nautical adventure. 


