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GoodVon Ein KundeI decided to read this book, because as treasurer of my church, I knew that there was insufficient 
financial planning taking place. I had just finished reading a 5-star book on the same subject called "Money Matters" 
by Dean R. Hoge, et. al. I found this book to be more difficult reading, and I didn't immediately catch on to what the 
author was trying to accomplish. This book doesn't have the statistical emphasis that "Money Matters" has, but instead 
the author spends a great deal of time interviewing people about their attitudes on church finances. Knowing peoples 
beliefs is key to success in church finance work, because many conscientious members do not necessariy have studied 
views on church finance that are well grounded from a Biblical stanpoint! That may be somewhat hard to believe, but 
the author brings this out as the book progresses.I almost gave up on reading this book, but I hung in there. Now, I am 
glad that I finished it, because by the time it ended it yielded some very interesting information and was very helpful to 
me.

KurzbeschreibungAt a time when already overworked clergy are being called upon by budget cutting politicians to do 
more for the poor, the sick, and the elderly, American churches are suffering persistent financial shortfalls. In fact, 
contrary to popular media images of millionaire televangelists, America's churches are cutting back programs and 
staff, clergy salaries are stagnating, and many parishes are having trouble raising enough money to keep the church lit 
and heated on Sunday. Why are America's churches in financial distress? Robert Wuthnow, a leading commentator on 
religious life in America, asserts that the steady drop in donations, volunteering, and personal involvement is a direct 
result of a spiritual crisis--a crisis caused in large part by the clergy's failure to address the vital relationships between 
faith and money, work, stewardship, giving, and economic justice. In The Crisis in the Churches, Wuthnow offers a 
searching study of this financial crisis and of the spiritual vacuum that has silently grown worse during the past 
decade. To do this, he lets the churches speak for themselves, quoting extensively from interviews with clergy and 
laity in sixty Protestant and Catholic congregations throughout the U.S., and drawing from the texts of over 200 
sermons, from church financial records, and a national survey. What emerges is that parishioners often feel the church 
does not care about what they do from Monday to Friday, offers no guidance in their most pressing day to day 
concerns, yet always seems to be asking for more money. Clergy, for their part, say they hesitate to talk about finances 
because they know "the money question" makes people uncomfortable. But failure to raise the subject often makes it 
necessary to cut the very programs and services that middle class parishioners desire and would support. Wuthnow 
argues that in order to survive, churches must find ways to minister to the economic concerns of their own middle 
class parishioners. Indeed, of every $1,000 received by churches, $900 comes from people who work in middle class 
occupations. Clearly, anything that motivates middle class members to become more involved will strengthen a 
church's financial well being and capacity to serve its people. Although the situation is critical, Wuthnow finds much 
cause for hope. He points to ideas and programs that some churches have enacted to challenge their members to think 
differently about work and money and giving. Parishioners sometimes respond positively when clergy speak boldly 
and concretely about matters of faith and finance, and some churches have formed small groups whose members meet 
regularly to discuss issues of spirituality, work, personal finances, and stewardship. A serious and sympathetic 
examination of the crisis behind the stained glass, this thought-provoking volume will be highly valuable both 
practically and as moral support to clergy, parishioners, and anyone else concerned about restoring vitality and 
significance to American churches.KurzbeschreibungAt a time when already overworked clergy are being called upon 
by budget cutting politicians to do more for the poor, the sick, and the elderly, American churches are suffering 
persistent financial shortfalls. In fact, contrary to popular media images of millionaire televangelists, America's 
churches are cutting back programs and staff, clergy salaries are stagnating, and many parishes are having trouble 
raising enough money to keep the church lit and heated on Sunday. Why are America's churches in financial distress? 
Robert Wuthnow, a leading commentator on religious life in America, asserts that the steady drop in donations, 
volunteering, and personal involvement is a direct result of a spiritual crisis--a crisis caused in large part by the 
clergy's failure to address the vital relationships between faith and money, work, stewardship, giving, and economic 
justice. In The Crisis in the Churches, Wuthnow offers a searching study of this financial crisis and of the spiritual 
vacuum that has silently grown worse during the past decade. To do this, he lets the churches speak for themselves, 
quoting extensively from interviews with clergy and laity in sixty Protestant and Catholic congregations throughout 
the U.S., and drawing from the texts of over 200 sermons, from church financial records, and a national survey. What 
emerges is that parishioners often feel the church does not care about what they do from Monday to Friday, offers no 
guidance in their most pressing day to day concerns, yet always seems to be asking for more money. Clergy, for their 
part, say they hesitate to talk about finances because they know "the money question" makes people uncomfortable. 
But failure to raise the subject often makes it necessary to cut the very programs and services that middle class 
parishioners desire and would support. Wuthnow argues that in order to survive, churches must find ways to minister 
to the economic concerns of their own middle class parishioners. Indeed, of every $1,000 received by churches, $900 
comes from people who work in middle class occupations. Clearly, anything that motivates middle class members to 



become more involved will strengthen a church's financial well being and capacity to serve its people. Although the 
situation is critical, Wuthnow finds much cause for hope. He points to ideas and programs that some churches have 
enacted to challenge their members to think differently about work and money and giving. Parishioners sometimes 
respond positively when clergy speak boldly and concretely about matters of faith and finance, and some churches 
have formed small groups whose members meet regularly to discuss issues of spirituality, work, personal finances, and 
stewardship. A serious and sympathetic examination of the crisis behind the stained glass, this thought-provoking 
volume will be highly valuable both practically and as moral support to clergy, parishioners, and anyone else 
concerned about restoring vitality and significance to American churches.Synopsis America's churches have fallen on 
hard times. But this crisis, argues Wuthnow, is more than economic; it is at bottom spiritual . Pointing to both the 
failure of the clergy to confront their financial problems head-on, and their neglect of the real spiritual needs of their 
predominantly middle-class congregations, it offers suggestions for more effective ministry. This may be of value to 
economists, scholars of American church history and religion. 


