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Von Richard Pollak : The Creation of Dr. B: A Biography of Bruno Bettelheim (English Edition)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Creation of Dr. B: A 
Biography of Bruno Bettelheim (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Another 
Idol FallsVon R. W. RasbandOn an episode of "The Simpsons," Bart is climbing on a psychiatrist's bookcase and 
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knocking off some tomes. The psychiatrist says, "Stop that! Some of those books haven't been discredited yet!" "The 
Creation of Dr. B" is truly an astonishing book. To think that such a fraud could obtain such a prominent position in 
American life makes you wonder what other now-respected people out there are con-men and phonies. Pollak's book is 
a model of research and writing: those post-modern people who say we can never come to a definite knowledge of the 
truth should eat their words after reading this. "Dr. B" is one of those recent works that help show the insanity of the 
Freudian dominace of psychology in the mid 20th century. Can we now lump it with phrenology, as it deserves to be?2 
von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. At last, the truth, The real story of Dr. BettelheimVon Ein 
KundeAs a former student at Bettelheim's Orthogenic School, I would like to commend Mr. Pollack for a well written 
and truthful account of Dr. B. He was NOT the "saint" as people would like to have him be. Mr. Pollack's description 
of Dr. B is totally accurate in every detail. We, the students, as Mr. Pollack did point out, were very intimidated by Dr. 
B and were often slapped and beaten by him. The Orthogenic School staff, never came to our aid, themselves, as well, 
being intimadated by this man. I am glad Mr. Pollak wrote this book and only wish others would also expose the fake 
Dr.B.

KurzbeschreibungThe Creation of Dr. B, Richard Pollak's riveting biography of Bruno Bettelheim, reveals the world-
renowned child psychologist as a dogmatic tyrant and compulsive liar who often terrorized his young patients and 
their parents, plagiarized his prize-winning work, made false claims about his concentration camp experiences, and 
grandly invented his own past..deWhile certainly a biography, Richard Pollak's book is much more than a simple 
account of the life of the renowned psychologist Bruno Bettelheim. Pollak's book is both more personal and more 
damning than would be possible for any other writer to draft. Pollak's younger brother Stephen was a patient of 
Bettelheim's and a student at the Orthogenic School in Chicago. At age nine, while playing hide-and-seek with his 
brother in an old dairy barn, Richard witnessed his six-year-old brother accidentally fall to his death. Pollak's parents 
attempted to deal with this tragedy by sweeping it under the rug, a solution that only delayed the author's desire to 
know more about his brother, his parents, and the full dimensions of this tragedy within his family life. A visit to 
Bettelheim to inquire into his brother's psychological records, led to a remarkable encounter in which Bettelheim 
inexplicably insisted that Stephen had committed suicide and laid the blame for his death with Pollak's mother, whom 
he described as a jealous and uncaring woman. This incredible experience led Pollak to begin to question what type of 
man Bettelheim truly was, and what basis he had for his diagnosis. What Pollak has uncovered is simply incredible. A 
twisted path of deception, self-invention, and plagiarism is disclosed in damning detail, stripping the famed author of 
The Uses of Enchantment of any justifiable claim to his esteemed reputation as a child psychologist, and throwing into 
doubt many of the basic details of the life the late Bettelheim had claimed to have lived. Pollak takes down Bettelheim, 
pins him to the mat, and pursues him to the end, in a fascinating work that stretches the boundaries of 
biography.KurzbeschreibungThe Creation of Dr. B, Richard Pollak's riveting biography of Bruno Bettelheim, reveals 
the world-renowned child psychologist as a dogmatic tyrant and compulsive liar who often terrorized his young 
patients and their parents, plagiarized his prize-winning work, made false claims about his concentration camp 
experiences, and grandly invented his own past. 


