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whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Coral Island (Annotated) (English Edition): 

KurzbeschreibungThree boys, fifteen-year-old Ralph Rover (the narrator), eighteen-year-old Jack Martin and fourteen-
year-old Peterkin Gay, are the sole survivors of a shipwreck on the coral reef of a large but uninhabited Polynesian 
island. At first their life on the island is idyllic; food, in the shape of fruits, fish and wild pigs, is plentiful, and using 
their only possessions; a broken telescope, an iron-bound oar and a small axe, they fashion a shelter and even construct 
a small boat.Their first contact with other people comes after several months when they observe two large outrigger 
canoes land on the beach. The two groups are engaged in battle and the three boys intervene to successfully defeat the 
attacking party, earning the gratitude of the chief Tararo. The Polynesians leave and the three boys are alone once 
more.Then more unwelcome visitors arrive in the shape of pirates, who make a living trading, or stealing, sandalwood. 
The three boys conceal themselves in a hidden cave, but Ralph is captured when he sets out to see if the pirates have 
left, and is taken aboard the pirate schooner. Ralph strikes up an unexpected friendship with one of the pirates, 
"Bloody Bill", and when they call at an island to trade for more wood he meets Tararo again. On the island he sees all 
facets of island life, including the popular sport of surfing, as well as the practice of infanticide and cannibalism.Rising 
tension leads to an attack by the inhabitants on the pirates, leaving only Ralph alive and Bloody Bill mortally 
wounded. However they manage to make their escape in the schooner. After Bill dies, making a death-bed repentance 
for his evil life, Ralph manages to sail back to the Coral Island to be re-united with his friends.Pressestimmen'And if 
Lord of the Flies is one of their A-level texts, they may just be interested to know that this 1857 Boys' Own adventure 
story about pirates, cannibals and how to survive on a Pacific island with a broken telescope and a rusty penknife was 
what inspired William Golding's novel. He even pinched Ballantyne's names, Ralph and Jack, for his leading 
characters - though there the resemblance ends. Here the boys are shining stiff-upper-lip products of empire who risk 
all to help each other and their friend Peterkin, who may or may not be the piggy in the middle. He sounds as if he 
went to a better school. This is Peterkin telling his chums what he thinks of being shipwrecked on a desert island: "I 
have made up my mind that it's capital, first-rate, the best thing that ever happened to us. We've got an island all to 
ourselves. We'll take possession in the name of the King, then we'll build a charming villa and plant a lovely garden 
round it, stuck all full of the most splendiferous tropical flowers, and we'll farm the land ... and be merry." That's how 
small boys wearing round black straw hats, worsted socks and pocket handkerchiefs with 16 portraits of Lord Nelson 
printed on them and a union flag in the middle used to talk in the mid 19th century.' - Sue Arnold, The 
GuardianKurzbeschreibungThree boys, fifteen-year-old Ralph Rover (the narrator), eighteen-year-old Jack Martin and 
fourteen-year-old Peterkin Gay, are the sole survivors of a shipwreck on the coral reef of a large but uninhabited 
Polynesian island. At first their life on the island is idyllic; food, in the shape of fruits, fish and wild pigs, is plentiful, 
and using their only possessions; a broken telescope, an iron-bound oar and a small axe, they fashion a shelter and 
even construct a small boat.Their first contact with other people comes after several months when they observe two 
large outrigger canoes land on the beach. The two groups are engaged in battle and the three boys intervene to 
successfully defeat the attacking party, earning the gratitude of the chief Tararo. The Polynesians leave and the three 
boys are alone once more.Then more unwelcome visitors arrive in the shape of pirates, who make a living trading, or 
stealing, sandalwood. The three boys conceal themselves in a hidden cave, but Ralph is captured when he sets out to 
see if the pirates have left, and is taken aboard the pirate schooner. Ralph strikes up an unexpected friendship with one 
of the pirates, "Bloody Bill", and when they call at an island to trade for more wood he meets Tararo again. On the 
island he sees all facets of island life, including the popular sport of surfing, as well as the practice of infanticide and 
cannibalism.Rising tension leads to an attack by the inhabitants on the pirates, leaving only Ralph alive and Bloody 
Bill mortally wounded. However they manage to make their escape in the schooner. After Bill dies, making a death-
bed repentance for his evil life, Ralph manages to sail back to the Coral Island to be re-united with his friends. 


