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Situation der Theologie nach dem Holocaust. Ein "muss" fr alle die auf einer Kanzel stehen und Verantwortung tragen 
fr ihre Gemeinde.

KurzbeschreibungWhy do most Christians and their Churches not understand what their attitude should be with regard 
to modern Israel?Admittedly this book is primarily written for theologians. However, any serious Bible student will 
find the answers to this puzzling question in Dr. Istvan Tatais doctoral dissertation which is far more than just an 
academic exercise as it will lead to repentance and reconciliation, to restoration and life from the dead.Read 
More:Two significant earthquakes have shaken Post-World War II theological thought. One is the issue of the 
doctrinal responsibility of the Church in triggering the Holocaust. The other is the problem of the re-established Jewish 
state. The Church, which traditionally called itself the true Israel, had to face the fact that the Jewish people had 
survived, and the possibility that God had not cast off Israel after all but was still faithful to the ancient promises and 
covenant He had given to Abraham.1) What is the ecclesiological identity and place of the Church in the New 
Testament; 2) what role is Israel playing after the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ in salvation history; 3) and 
how can we describe the Biblical relationship of both in a balanced way that does not avoid the logical tension of 
predestination and free will?In the Hungarian authors book the most important Post-Holocaust statements dealing with 
the relationship between the Church and Israel are presented and analyzed. Nearly all of the studied church documents 
from diverse historical and theological backgrounds agree on two things:a) During the Nazi regime, the churches did 
not rise to the height of their calling, but subsequently shouldered responsibility for what had happened and repented. 
b) It is necessary to revise our theological view concerning the Jewish people. The documents declare that Israel has a 
valid covenant with their God, not rescinded by God even after Jesus death on the cross. The book presents the most 
modern ecclesiological models as well as the earlier ones that are still current, such as the officially repudiated 
replacement model, the classical covenant-oriented and federal theological approaches along with Karl Barths Israel 
doctrine or the so called two-ways theologies.Dr. Tatais conclusion is that, compared to early Christian thought, both 
the earlier and the latest models have led to a certain impoverishment. The negative fruit of the earlier models was 
primarily of an ecclesiological and eschatological nature: the Church forgot its roots mentioned in Rom 11, the Jewish 
olive tree; and it did not know what to do with a wider eschatological perspective. But the deficiencies of the newer 
models are also conspicuous and, in fact, these may be more tragic than those of earlier theories. In these formulae the 
Church seems to be willing to renounce fundamental Christological-soteriological doctrines, including the denial of 
Jesus Messiahship that involves uncertainty regarding the doctrine of the Trinity.Among diverging theological models, 
the author presents two special voices as well: Palestinian Liberation Theology and Messianic Judaism. It is 
recognized that the conflict in the Middle East is primarily a theological problem and the declarations of Christian 
theology unwittingly sound like a political standpoint. The New Testament speaks of the relationship between the 
Jewish people and the Church in a unique and profound way, nevertheless through apparent controversies. Hence, Dr. 
Tatai thinks that it is hard to place New Testament statements concerning the theological existence of the Jewish 
people in a single uncontroversial system. He sets up a new and unique model that is basically Calvinistic in that it 
thinks in terms of a God who predestines and of the Abrahamic covenant, yet it also finds a specific place for the new 
covenant embraced by the single covenant of Israel. This is called Israels paradoxical existence The Olive tree 
model.KurzbeschreibungWhy do most Christians and their Churches not understand what their attitude should be with 
regard to modern Israel?Admittedly this book is primarily written for theologians. However, any serious Bible student 
will find the answers to this puzzling question in Dr. Istvan Tatais doctoral dissertation which is far more than just an 
academic exercise as it will lead to repentance and reconciliation, to restoration and life from the dead.Read 
More:Two significant earthquakes have shaken Post-World War II theological thought. One is the issue of the 
doctrinal responsibility of the Church in triggering the Holocaust. The other is the problem of the re-established Jewish 
state. The Church, which traditionally called itself the true Israel, had to face the fact that the Jewish people had 
survived, and the possibility that God had not cast off Israel after all but was still faithful to the ancient promises and 
covenant He had given to Abraham.1) What is the ecclesiological identity and place of the Church in the New 
Testament; 2) what role is Israel playing after the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ in salvation history; 3) and 
how can we describe the Biblical relationship of both in a balanced way that does not avoid the logical tension of 
predestination and free will?In the Hungarian authors book the most important Post-Holocaust statements dealing with 
the relationship between the Church and Israel are presented and analyzed. Nearly all of the studied church documents 
from diverse historical and theological backgrounds agree on two things:a) During the Nazi regime, the churches did 
not rise to the height of their calling, but subsequently shouldered responsibility for what had happened and repented. 
b) It is necessary to revise our theological view concerning the Jewish people. The documents declare that Israel has a 
valid covenant with their God, not rescinded by God even after Jesus death on the cross. The book presents the most 
modern ecclesiological models as well as the earlier ones that are still current, such as the officially repudiated 
replacement model, the classical covenant-oriented and federal theological approaches along with Karl Barths Israel 



doctrine or the so called two-ways theologies.Dr. Tatais conclusion is that, compared to early Christian thought, both 
the earlier and the latest models have led to a certain impoverishment. The negative fruit of the earlier models was 
primarily of an ecclesiological and eschatological nature: the Church forgot its roots mentioned in Rom 11, the Jewish 
olive tree; and it did not know what to do with a wider eschatological perspective. But the deficiencies of the newer 
models are also conspicuous and, in fact, these may be more tragic than those of earlier theories. In these formulae the 
Church seems to be willing to renounce fundamental Christological-soteriological doctrines, including the denial of 
Jesus Messiahship that involves uncertainty regarding the doctrine of the Trinity.Among diverging theological models, 
the author presents two special voices as well: Palestinian Liberation Theology and Messianic Judaism. It is 
recognized that the conflict in the Middle East is primarily a theological problem and the declarations of Christian 
theology unwittingly sound like a political standpoint. The New Testament speaks of the relationship between the 
Jewish people and the Church in a unique and profound way, nevertheless through apparent controversies. Hence, Dr. 
Tatai thinks that it is hard to place New Testament statements concerning the theological existence of the Jewish 
people in a single uncontroversial system. He sets up a new and unique model that is basically Calvinistic in that it 
thinks in terms of a God who predestines and of the Abrahamic covenant, yet it also finds a specific place for the new 
covenant embraced by the single covenant of Israel. This is called Israels paradoxical existence The Olive tree 
model.ber den Autor und weitere MitwirkendeDr. Istvn Tatai, Ph.D., is an ordained pastor and theologian in the 
Reformed Church of Hungary. He studied theology at Reformed University in Budapest (1975-80) and Lutheran 
Bethel College in Germany (1981-82). He is passionate about searching out the Biblical relationship between the 
Church and Israel through the careful examination of both old and Post-Holocaust ecclesiological models of 
correlation. While writing his Ph.D. thesis, The Church and Israel In Search of a New Model in Post-Holocaust 
Theology, he visited the Holocaust Memorial Center in Detroit, Michigan where he researched American theological 
literature and documents related to his topic. He did research also in the Lutheran Caspari Center for Biblical and 
Jewish Studies in Jerusalem. Meetings with Messianic Jews and congregations in Israel inspired him to cooperate with 
the movement Toward Jerusalem Council II (TJCII), which is an international and interdenominational initiative with 
the goal to bring the Jewish and non-Jewish members of the Body of Christ closer to each other. As a result of his 
theological research and Biblical exegesis he built a new model of correlation: Israels Paradoxical Existence The Olive 
Tree Model, which might offer a fresh Biblical orientation for the modern debate of the relational issue. The author is 
dedicated to the ministry of reconciliation with the Jewish people. His desire is to see the Church gaining a new and 
deeper understanding of Gods redemptive purposes concerning Israels presence and future. As a systematic 
theologian, the author also gives lectures at various colleges and church conferences that work for the theological and 
spiritual renewal of the Hungarian Church. His mission work includes short-term trips to India (2009) and Kenya 
(2010) to preach the Gospel and teach about Gods eternal covenant with His people and about the theological 
connection between the Church and Israel. The author is also the owner of The Sermon of the Year Award for 2009 in 
the Hungarian Reformed Church. In addition to his Ph.D. dissertation, Az Egyhz s Izrael (The Church and Israel), 
published in Hungarian in 2010, he is also the author of two booklets: Bibliai Kardiologia (Biblical Cardiology) in 
2008 and Isten kszere Lehetsz (You May Become Gods Jewel) in 2010; and many articles concerning Biblical 
teaching and the study of Israel. 


