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Von Mark Obmascik : The Big Year: A Tale of Man, Nature, and Fowl Obsession (English Edition)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Big Year: A Tale of Man, 
Nature, and Fowl Obsession (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. the big 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0036QVOHS


yearVon Peteri love it soooooo much it like the movie me love it i know you are reading this now cause i do and I 
have to writd sorry write 20 words so yeah0 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. What is this all 
about?Von birdyThis is not a book about birding. The author seems to find real enjoyment in reveling about the 
nastiness of the whole game. Why would you write something like that???But, there certainly IS enough "product 
placement" in here!There exist some very beautiful books about birds and birding. This book however is not one of 
them.

KurzbeschreibungEvery year on January 1, a quirky crowd of adventurers storms out across North America for a 
spectacularly competitive event called a Big Year -- a grand, grueling, expensive, and occasionally vicious, "extreme" 
365-day marathon of birdwatching. For three men in particular, 1998 would be a whirlwind, a winner-takes-nothing 
battle for a new North American birding record. In frenetic pilgrimages for once-in-a-lifetime rarities that can make or 
break their lead, the birders race each other from Del Rio, Texas, in search of the rufous-capped warbler, to Gibsons, 
British Columbia, on a quest for Xantus's hummingbird, to Cape May, New Jersey, seeking the offshore great skua. 
Bouncing from coast to coast on their potholed road to glory, they brave broiling deserts, roiling oceans, bug-infested 
swamps, a charge by a disgruntled mountain lion, and some of the lumpiest motel mattresses known to man. The 
unprecedented year of beat-the-clock adventures ultimately leads one man to a new record -- one so gigantic that it is 
unlikely ever to be bested...finding and identifying an extraordinary 745 different species by official year-end count. 
Prize-winning journalist Mark Obmascik creates a rollicking, dazzling narrative of the 275,000-mile odyssey of these 
three obsessives as they fight to the finish to claim the title in the greatest -- or maybe the worst -- birding contest of all 
time. With an engaging, unflappably wry humor, Obmascik memorializes their wild and crazy exploits and, along the 
way, interweaves an entertaining smattering of science about birds and their own strange behavior with a brief history 
of other bird-men and -women; turns out even Audubon pushed himself beyond the brink when he was chasing and 
painting the birds of America. A captivating tour of human and avian nature, passion and paranoia, honor and deceit, 
fear and loathing, The Big Year shows the lengths to which people will go to pursue their dreams, to conquer and 
categorize -- no matter how low the stakes. This is a lark of a read for anyone with birds on the brain -- or not.From 
Publishers WeeklyIn one of the wackiest competitions around, every year hundreds of obsessed bird watchers 
participate in a contest known as the North American Big Year. Hoping to be the one to spot the most species during 
the course of the year, each birder spends 365 days racing around the continental U.S. and Canada compiling lists of 
birds, all for the glory of being recognized by the American Birding Association as the Big Year birding champion of 
North America. In this entertaining book, Obmascik, a journalist with the Denver Post, tells the stories of the three top 
contenders in the 1998 American Big Year: a wisecracking industrial roofing contractor from New Jersey who aims to 
break his previous record and win for a second time; a suave corporate chief executive from Colorado; and a 225-
pound nuclear power plant software engineer from Maryland. Obmascik bases his story on post-competition 
interviews but writes so well that it sounds as if he had been there every step of the way. In a freewheeling style that 
moves around as fast as his subjects, the author follows each of the three birding fanatics as they travel thousands of 
miles in search of such hard-to-find species as the crested myna, the pink-footed goose and the fork-tailed flycatcher, 
spending thousands of dollars and braving rain, sleet, snowstorms, swamps, deserts, mosquitoes and garbage dumps in 
their attempts to outdo each other. By not revealing the outcome until the end of the book, Obmascik keeps the reader 
guessing in this fun account of a whirlwind pursuit of birding fame. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division 
of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From BooklistThere is a well-known competition among birders called the 
Big Year, in which one abandons one's regular life for one whole year in order to see more species of birds in a 
geographic area than one's competitors. Environmental journalist Obmascik follows the 1998 Big Year's three main 
competitors--a New Jersey roofing contractor, a corporate executive, and a software engineer--as they crisscross the 
country in search of birds. Whether looking for flamingos in the Everglades, great grey owls in the frozen bogs near 
Duluth, or Asian rarities on the Aleutian island of Attu, these obsessed birders not only faced seasickness, insects, 
altitude sickness, and going into debt, they also faced each other. Their drive to win propelled all three past the rarified 
count of 700 species seen, and the winner saw an extraordinary 745 species--a number that will probably never be 
equaled. With a blend of humor and awe, Obmascik takes the reader into the heart of competitive birding, and in the 
process turns everyone into birders. Nancy BentCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved 


