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Von Stuart M., Jr. Ball : The Backpackers Guide to Hawaii (Kolowalu Books (Paperback))  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Backpackers Guide to Hawaii 
(Kolowalu Books (Paperback)): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Good 
trail descriptions, unexpectedly poor mapsVon Lee HachadoorianI tried to like this book. But the more I tried, the 
more disappointed I was.I've gone back and forth with myself over whether this book ought to describe more trails. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00495XWXE


After all, ten backpacking trips, four of which are in Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, seems a bit spare. I decided not 
to give this book a lower rating since I did buy it because it says "backpackers" in the title, and looking at other guide 
books and maps has convinced me that there are probably a limited number of multi-day trips available on the islands. 
Nonetheless, you should keep in mind that it's a bit thin for its price tag. Looking at similarly priced titles on my 
bookshelf, I would expect twice as many trips and more descriptions of branch trails and day hikes beyond the 
destination campsites.The trail descriptions themselves are good. The overviews are enjoyable and include major 
landmarks along the way. The overviews are then followed by overly detailed route descriptions. They go so far as to 
tell you to "Pass a mango tree on the right," and they count the number of switchbacks you ascend or descend. This is 
useful for unmarked or unmaintained trails, such as the dayhike to Pu'u 'O'o, but unnecessary filler for many of the 
other trails.Most disappointing were the maps. The book has island-level locator maps that show you the general area 
each trip can be found. But there are no overview maps to give you a feel for what each trip looks like from start to 
finish. And the detail maps are themselves problematic. They have no color coding, so the reader is left to decipher a 
map showing gray text on top of gray topographical features on top of gray contour lines. And like a AAA trip 
planner, the maps are oriented so that the trail runs up-and-down the page without regard for the cardinal directions. 
For the Mauna Loa trip, North rotates over four maps from the bottom left of the page to the top of the page.The 
book's one saving grace is it's photography. 16 pages of beautiful pictures will help you decide which trails appeal to 
you. Halape, on the beach in Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, looks like heaven on earth. And after looking at the 
pictures, I'm pretty sure that I'd like to dayhike the barren Mauna Loa or Haleakala, but I don't want to camp there.0 
von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Tell it like it is no bull.... book!Von Ein KundeStuarts 
description of trails is to the tee. I am an avid hiker amongst the islands and have looked and used several books on 
hiking Hawaii, and none compare to Stuart's. I hiked Ko'olau Summit Trail in early September, I had Stuart's book to 
guide me. The book starts the trail off on the La'ie Trail which intersects with the summit trail. In his notes he states 
that one can hike the trail from Pupukea, but it is very overgrown and muddy. Haa, I thought . I have hiked some 
overgrown trails in my day, how bad can this be. Let me tell how bad it is! It was just about the worst hike I have ever 
been on. From Pupukea to the La'ie Trail junction was some of the worst trail conditions I have ever encountered. 
What little trail there was, was overgrown so badly that it took us two full days (16 hours) to hike approximately 15 
miles. Needless to say once we got past the La'ie Trail junction, his book led us effortlesslyto the Schofield-Waikane 
Trail. I actually thougt about going to Kipapa Ridge. whew! If Stuart says its overgrown it is, if he says it is beautiful it 
is. His book is easy to read, follow, and understand. I would highly recommend both his hiking books over all books 
covering trails on the Hawaiin Islands0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A must-have for 
Hawaii backpackers.Von turner@hawaii.eduAnyone thinking of overnight stays in the Hawaii backcountry should 
have this book. In it is info about getting to the trailhead, negotiating the trail itself, and more. I've used it for trips 
across Haleakala, to Halape, and up Mauna Loa. Don't leave home without it. [g]

KurzbeschreibungThis book will take you where few people goto active volcanoes, lush valleys, cascading waterfalls, 
secluded beaches, and windswept ridges and sea cliffs. Written in the same style and format as the successfulThe 
Hikers Guide to Oahu,this detailed, fully illustrated guide highlights ten of the best backpacking trips on the Big 
Island, Kauai, Maui, and Oahu. Even those with years of experience hiking in the islands will findThe Backpackers 
Guidefull of useful information. Additional notes on the plants, birds, geology, history, and legends of each area make 
this volume Hawaii's most complete backpacking guide.Pressestimmen"Included in each trip is helpful planning 
information, including directions for driving to the trail head, a step-by-step route description, length of trip, elevation 
gain and loss, and level of difficulty.... Specific and detailed directions are given for nearly every step, providing a 
sense of much-needed security for those hikers taking their first steps in Hawaii."Ball can get you just about anywhere 
you want to go ... [His] trail descriptions and instructions are ... sensible and detailed.-- "Honolulu Weekly"Included in 
each trip is helpful planning information, including directions for driving to the trail head, a step-by-step route 
description, length of trip, elevation gain and loss, and level of difficulty.... Detailed topographic maps show the route 
and are keyed to the trip description.... Specific and detailed directions are given for nearly every step, providing a 
sense of much-needed security for those hikers taking their first steps in Hawaii.-- "Honolulu Star-
Bulletin"KurzbeschreibungThis book will take you where few people goto active volcanoes, lush valleys, cascading 
waterfalls, secluded beaches, and windswept ridges and sea cliffs. Written in the same style and format as the 
successfulThe Hikers Guide to Oahu,this detailed, fully illustrated guide highlights ten of the best backpacking trips on 
the Big Island, Kauai, Maui, and Oahu. Even those with years of experience hiking in the islands will findThe 
Backpackers Guidefull of useful information. Additional notes on the plants, birds, geology, history, and legends of 
each area make this volume Hawaii's most complete backpacking guide. 


