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KurzbeschreibungFew spiritual figures have touched as many readers in the past century as Saint Therese of Lisieux, 
the saint popularly known as the Little Flower. Though she was only twenty-four years old when she died, her writings 
have had tremendous impact, making her one of the most popular spiritual writers in the twentieth century. Her 
autobiography, The Story of a Soul, has been a source of priceless inspiration ever since it was written, and has 
become the great spiritual bestseller of our time. A hundred years after her death in 1897, millions of copies have 
spread throughout the world and it has been translated into more than fifty languages.The reason for the continued 
success of her autobiography is, quite simply, that it is unlike any work of devotion and spiritual insight ever written. 
Once it is read, it cannot be forgotten. Its appeal across cultures and generations has been extensive, moving both 
peasants and popes, men and women, young and old -- people of every kind of intelligence and education succumb to 
its spell. Yet is not a conventional work of religious devotion; instead, it is in many ways a supernatural book. In the 
words of Pope Pius XI, Saint Therese "attained the knowledge of supernatural things in such abundant measure thatshe 
was able to point out the sure way of salvation to others," and it is especially in The Story ofa Soul that she has pointed 
out this sure way to the generations that have followed her. As Therese herself said of this book just prior to her death, 
"What I have written will do a lot of good. It will make the kindness of God better known."Pressestimmen"A 
wonderful story of love, told with such authenticity, simplicity and freshness that the reader will be nothing but 
captivated ... I would like to invite all of you to rediscover this great little treasure, this glowing commentary on the 
Gospel fully lived." His Holiness Pope Benedict XVIKurzbeschreibungFew spiritual figures have touched as many 
readers in the past century as Saint Therese of Lisieux, the saint popularly known as the Little Flower. Though she was 
only twenty-four years old when she died, her writings have had tremendous impact, making her one of the most 
popular spiritual writers in the twentieth century. Her autobiography, The Story of a Soul, has been a source of 
priceless inspiration ever since it was written, and has become the great spiritual bestseller of our time. A hundred 
years after her death in 1897, millions of copies have spread throughout the world and it has been translated into more 
than fifty languages.The reason for the continued success of her autobiography is, quite simply, that it is unlike any 
work of devotion and spiritual insight ever written. Once it is read, it cannot be forgotten. Its appeal across cultures 
and generations has been extensive, moving both peasants and popes, men and women, young and old -- people of 
every kind of intelligence and education succumb to its spell. Yet is not a conventional work of religious devotion; 
instead, it is in many ways a supernatural book. In the words of Pope Pius XI, Saint Therese "attained the knowledge 
of supernatural things in such abundant measure thatshe was able to point out the sure way of salvation to others," and 
it is especially in The Story ofa Soul that she has pointed out this sure way to the generations that have followed her. 
As Therese herself said of this book just prior to her death, "What I have written will do a lot of good. It will make the 
kindness of God better known." 


