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Von Cynthia Kadohata : Outside Beauty (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Outside Beauty (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Courtesy 
of Teens Read TooVon TeensReadTooIt's always been Shelby, her mom, and her three sisters. The story is told 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B002ZJCR4G


through Shelby's eyes. She is the second eldest of the four. They live in an untraditional family, to say the least. Each 
of the sisters has a different father. And they each have different ancestry, as well. One is half Japanese, half Italian. 
One is half Japanese and half Chinese. One is half Japanese and half Anglo. And Shelby is all Japanese.Their mom has 
always been on the quest for eternal beauty and the rich husband. None of the girls' fathers have satisfied her, even 
though Lakey's father, Larry, wants to marry her. It's only after learning of Larry's engagement to another woman that 
Helen realizes what she could've had.Even with the bizarre family ties, the girls and their mother are close. They do 
everything together. And though maybe unconventional, their mother has done a good job raising the girls. It's only 
after her mother is in a serious car accident that their world crumbles. Since none of the girls are legally adults, Helen 
must arrange homes for the girls while she recovers.It is decided that each of the girls will go to live with their 
respective fathers. Shelby has only seen her father a handful of times. Jiro is a reserved man, living a quiet life in 
Arkansas. Except for the fact that he dresses terribly uncool, as the summer unfolds, Shelby realizes he's not a bad 
man, just unknown to her.It's Maddie that has the worst situation. Her father, Mr. Bronson, has been legally trying to 
obtain custody of her, stating Helen is an unfit mother. He's a stern disciplinarian, and Maddie's personality starts to 
disappear, living in his oppressive home.When notified that their mother may die, all the girls are flown home to be 
with her. The girls take matters into their own hands when they fear that they could be permanently separated if the 
worst happens. They will do anything they can to keep their family unit together, and to save Maddie.Ms. Kadohata 
writes a powerfully moving novel of four girls struggling to keep the lives they've always known. Separated from each 
other, they can barely survive. Looking in from the outside, the reader knows what is going on, but feels powerless to 
stop the momentum that is driving their lives. After reading OUTSIDE BEAUTY, the reader will come away with a 
wonderful feeling of family, and of how love can pull you through anything.Reviewed by: Jaglvr

Kurzbeschreibung"My mother had four daughters by four different men." There's only one way Shelby and her sisters 
can describe their mother: She's a sexpot. Helen Kimura collects men (and loans, spending money, and gifts of all 
kinds) from all over the country. Sure, she's not your typical role model, but she's also not just a pretty face and nail 
polish. She is confident and brave; she lives life on her own terms, and her four daughters simply adore her. These 
girls have been raised outside the traditional boundaries. They know how to take the back exit. They know how to 
dodge crazed lovers in highway car chases. They do not, however, know how to function without one another. Then 
suddenly they must. A late-night phone call unexpectedly shreds the family apart, catapulting the girls across the 
country to live with their respective fathers. But these strong-willed sisters are, like their mother, determined to live 
life on their own terms, and what they do to pull their family back together is nothing short of beautiful. At turns 
wickedly funny and insistently thought-provoking, Outside Beauty showcases Cynthia Kadohata's unerring ability to 
explore the bonds that bind.PressestimmenThe Thing about Luck By Cynthia Kadohata with illustrations by Julia Kuo 
(Atheneum; ISBN 9781416918820; June 2013; Summer Catalog). It seems that if Summers Japanese American family 
didnt have bad luck, theyd have no luck at all. Certainly good luck (kouun) is elusive. Consider that Summer has had 
malaria; her little brother, Jaz, is friendless; her parents have to fly to Japan to take care of elderly relatives; and her 
grandmother (Obaachan) and grandfather (Jii-chan) must pay the mortgage by coming out of retirement to work for a 
custom harvesting company. When the siblings accompany their grandparents on the harvest, Summer helps her 
grandmother, a cook, while Jaz is Jaz: intense, focused, and bad-tempered. At first, things go reasonably well, but then 
Jii-chan becomes sick, and it appears that it might be up to Summer to save the day. Will she succeed? Kadohata has 
written a gentle family story that is unusual in its focus on the mechanics of wheat harvesting. Readers may skim the 
more arcane aspects of the labor-intensive work, focusing instead on the emotionally rich and often humorous 
dynamics of Summers relationship with her old-fashioned but endearing grandparents and her troubled younger 
brother. Another engaging novel from the Newbery Medalwinning Kadohata. HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: With 
the blogosphere already starting to buzz, and author appearances and web promotions planned, Kadohatas already 
sizable audience will likely increase with this title. (Booklist )"Author Cynthia Kadohata does an excellent job of 
portraying the intensity of the lives of the farmers whose entire fortunes rest on their wheat crops being harvested at 
exactly the right point -- when the grain is mature and tests at the ideal moisture content. Any delay in harvesting 
combined with an untimely rain can conceivably wipe out the crop and the farmers' future, and readers get an eyeful of 
the ridiculously long hours the custom combine operators are forced to work when rain is forecast in the too-near 
future. It clearly comes down to everybody working no matter what, or being out of a job. What is most intense about 
the story is the position in which twelve year-old Summer finds herself. Having, myself, grown up an eldest child who 
worked alongside my parents, I well-remember what it is like to feel the need to take on adult worries and 
responsibilities at a young age. But I never faced the littlest fraction of what this girl on the cusp of adolescence is 
handed. Summer's brother Jaz is a child with significant social challenges, being that he is developmentally 
somewhere on the autistic spectrum. Summer must always be a good big sister to him and be his support system. Her 
grandmother has a severe chronic back condition on top of sometimes being prickly and often being difficult to 



understand. When the situation arises, Summer must be able to immediately prepare the meals for the crew by herself 
and smooth over the tensions that arise. Then, when her grandfather becomes seriously ill just at the time when the 
crew is being squeezed the hardest by impending bad weather, Summer is forced to take on the worry of whether her 
grandparents will lose their jobs, and whether this will result in her parents defaulting on their mortgage and losing the 
house in Kansas that they all share. It all makes an earlier event in the story -- where Summer is faced with telling the 
truth in a very uncomfortable situation -- look like child's play. Realizing that THE THING ABOUT LUCK is set in 
the present time, and there are girls like Summer out there today, wandering the nation's breadbasket with their 
migrant worker parents or grandparents, makes this an even more powerful read about an America that is a whole 
different world. This is going to be a book well-worthy of adoption for sixth grade English curriculums." (Richie 
Partington, MLIS Richie's Picks http://richiespicks.com )Kurzbeschreibung"My mother had four daughters by four 
different men." There's only one way Shelby and her sisters can describe their mother: She's a sexpot. Helen Kimura 
collects men (and loans, spending money, and gifts of all kinds) from all over the country. Sure, she's not your typical 
role model, but she's also not just a pretty face and nail polish. She is confident and brave; she lives life on her own 
terms, and her four daughters simply adore her. These girls have been raised outside the traditional boundaries. They 
know how to take the back exit. They know how to dodge crazed lovers in highway car chases. They do not, however, 
know how to function without one another. Then suddenly they must. A late-night phone call unexpectedly shreds the 
family apart, catapulting the girls across the country to live with their respective fathers. But these strong-willed sisters 
are, like their mother, determined to live life on their own terms, and what they do to pull their family back together is 
nothing short of beautiful. At turns wickedly funny and insistently thought-provoking, Outside Beauty showcases 
Cynthia Kadohata's unerring ability to explore the bonds that bind. 


