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Von John J. McCarthy : Optimality Theory in Phonology: A Reader  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Optimality Theory in Phonology: A Reader: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Empfehlenswerte TextsammlungVon JHSDie 33 Kapitel dieses Buches gliedern sich in fnf Teile: Grundlagen, 
Formale Analyse, Prosodie, Segmentale Phonologie, Schnittstellen. Jedes Kapitel enthlt jeweils einen Auszug aus 
einem Originalartikel oder Manuskript sowie eine knappe Einleitung zum Text und weiterfhrende Fragen des 
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Herausgebers. Viele der vorgestellten Texte sind bisher unverffentlichtes Material, das lediglich im Rutgers 
Optimality Archive (ROA) im Internet zu finden war, z.B. Prince Smolensky (1993) Optimality Theory: Constraint 
Interaction in Generative Grammar.Durch die Krzung der Originaltexte bietet das Buch einen schnellen Einstieg in 
verschiedenste Bereiche der phonologischen Forschung im Rahmen der Optimalittstheorie (OT). Die meisten Artikel 
wurden allerdings ursprnglich gegen Ende der 90er Jahre verfasst. Die zwei aktuellsten Aufstze stammen aus dem Jahr 
2002. Damit eignet sich das Buch gut als Seminarlektre in einem OT-Kurs fr Fortgeschrittene. Es lsst sich aber auch 
mit Gewinn als erste Vorbereitung eigener Forschungsarbeit in OT lesen, wenn man sich neu in eines der abgedeckten 
Forschungsfelder einlesen mchte. Das Auffinden der Originaltexte, vor allem der Artikel im ROA, bereitet dabei keine 
Schwierigkeiten. Als allgemeine Einfhrung in die Optimalittstheorie ist McCarthys Textsammlung dagegen weder 
gedacht noch geeignet.

KurzbeschreibungOptimality Theory in Phonology: A Reader is a collection of readings on this important new theory 
by leading figures in the field, including a lengthy excerpt from Prince and Smolenskys never-before-published 
Optimality Theory: Constraint Interaction in Generative Grammar. Compiles the most important readings about 
Optimality Theory in phonology from some of the most prominent researchers in the field. Contains 33 excerpts 
spanning a range of topics in phonology and including many never-before-published papers. Includes a lengthy 
excerpt from Prince and Smolenskys foundational 1993 manuscript Optimality Theory: Constraint Interaction in 
Generative Grammar. Includes introductory notes and study/research questions for each chapter. Pressestimmen"This 
is the book we have all been waiting for. By 'we' I mean everybody who is not a cutting-edge researcher in OT 
phonology but who hopes to become one, or who needs to know about OT in order to teach phonology in an up-to-
date fashion, or who is interested in what has been perhaps the most vigorous and fruitful trend in generative linguistic 
theory in the last decade." The Linguist List "Optimality Theory in Phonology goes far beyond the trite 'required 
reading for linguists' seen on many book jackets. John McCarthy's introductions to each chapter and study 
questions/discussion points at the end create a volume that is coherent, thought-provoking, and fun. The selection of 
articles included, the careful editing, and the thoughtful organization of the chapters render this work invaluable. The 
result is a clear three-way focus on the precise nature of the theory itself, its implications, and its empirical 
justification." Diana Archangeli, University of Arizona "By carefully selecting and editing the most relevant and 
influential papers of the early years of Optimality Theory, John McCarthy accomplishes the unlikely feat of combining 
the depth of the original articles with the comprehensive coverage of a well-balanced textbook. His graded 'study and 
research questions' will both guide the novice and challenge the expert." Paul Boersma, University of Amsterdam-This 
is the book we have all been waiting for. By 'we' I mean everybody who is not a cutting-edge researcher in OT 
phonology but who hopes to become one, or who needs to know about OT in order to teach phonology in an up-to-
date fashion, or who is interested in what has been perhaps the most vigorous and fruitful trend in generative linguistic 
theory in the last decade.- The Linguist List -Optimality Theory in Phonology goes far beyond the trite 'required 
reading for linguists' seen on many book jackets. John McCarthy's introductions to each chapter and study 
questions/discussion points at the end create a volume that is coherent, thought-provoking, and fun. The selection of 
articles included, the careful editing, and the thoughtful organization of the chapters render this work invaluable. The 
result is a clear three-way focus on the precise nature of the theory itself, its implications, and its empirical 
justification.- Diana Archangeli, University of Arizona -By carefully selecting and editing the most relevant and 
influential papers of the early years of Optimality Theory, John McCarthy accomplishes the unlikely feat of combining 
the depth of the original articles with the comprehensive coverage of a well-balanced textbook. His graded 'study and 
research questions' will both guide the novice and challenge the expert.- Paul Boersma, University of 
AmsterdamKurzbeschreibungOptimality Theory in Phonology: A Reader is a collection of readings on this important 
new theory by leading figures in the field, including a lengthy excerpt from Prince and Smolenskys never-before-
published Optimality Theory: Constraint Interaction in Generative Grammar. Compiles the most important readings 
about Optimality Theory in phonology from some of the most prominent researchers in the field. Contains 33 excerpts 
spanning a range of topics in phonology and including many never-before-published papers. Includes a lengthy 
excerpt from Prince and Smolenskys foundational 1993 manuscript Optimality Theory: Constraint Interaction in 
Generative Grammar. Includes introductory notes and study/research questions for each chapter. 


