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Von Alvah Simon : North To The Night (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised North To The Night (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Halifax 
is where It's AtVon PoppykioteOrdinarily when I see a book with tiny printing like this one, I usually back off or end 
up putting the book down forever halfway through. This book sat on my bedside table and every night, I relished my 
next installment of Alvah, Diane, and Halifax's arctic adventure. It's clear to me after reading this that they all were 
accompanied by their "spirit protector" and survived extraordinary challenges to the mind, body, and spirit. I 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B004XNKGHW


congratulate, admire, and envy them and their magnificient adventure. I very much think, however, that my rapt 
attention to this book had alot to do with the fact that Halifax came along for the ride. Being a cat lover, I was once 
again astounded at the capabilities of these wonderful, personable creatures. I really identified with Alvah's 
relationship with Halifax. Cats are glorious little creatures and I now am in the Halifax fan club. I wonder if Alvah and 
Diane have Halifax posters for people like me? Ha Ha! For those who enjoyed Into Thin Air or who enjoy Redmond 
O'Hanlon adventures, you will enjoy this book as well.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Man 
tests endurance through an arctic year.Von Kevin MarvelSometimes the subtitles of books are important and 
sometimes they aren't. For this book, the subtitle, "A Spiritual Odyssey in the Arctic", is right on the money. About 
20% of the text either describes or analyzes the spiritual side of Alvah Simon's year in the arctic.Although this book is 
enjoyable to read and describes a great feat of survival adventure, the spiritual aspects can get dull and repetitive. The 
author mentions again and again that he is forced to believe that a "guiding hand" prevents careless or accidental 
mistakes from killing him, sinking his boat or otherwise doing damage to body, mind or spirit. However, one has to 
wonder about other less lucky individuals who had become convinced a guiding hand was protecting them when a 
final careless accident took them and their newfound belief system off the face of the planet.Mr. Simon should be 
applauded for at least being honest. When he makes a mistake he lays it out there for you to read about it. Other 
writers avoid honesty, for fear they will look smaller in the reader's eye. Mr. Simon's honesty only makes him more 
appealing as a person and underlines the fact that someone used to adventures who is prepared in every way 
imaginable and is intelligent to boot can still goof up. In Mr. Simon's case he lives to tell the tale, whether this is a 
guiding hand or not is ultimately left up to the reader to decide, but the author does all he can to pound home the depth 
of his spiritual odyssey in the arctic.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. The Internal and 
External Challenges of Polar AdventureVon Linda LinguvicIn 1994-95 the author, his wife Diana, and their cat named 
Halifax, sailed to the Arctic in their 36-foot cutter, the Roger Henry, for an arctic experience. They spent a year in 
Baffin Bay, off the coast of Greenland, completely frozen in during the winter. His excellent writing is full of facts, 
from the mechanical details of getting making their boat seaworthy, to the history, geography, wildlife and interactions 
with the Intuit people.Beyond that, though, there was something more. The challenges he faces are stark and realistic 
and he makes mistakes along the way nearly costing him his life, grappling with internal challenges as well as external 
ones. Along the way he learns great lessons in life.As I read this book, I was right there with him, feeling his awe at 
the natural beauty, his thrill of the adventure as well as his loneliness and his fear. I was also constantly impressed by 
his ingenuity in solving the many constant technical unforeseen problems.I couldn't put the book down, staying up 
almost all night to just keep reading and reading. I know I'll never take a trip like this. But I thank him for writing the 
book and giving me the privilege of experiencing just a little bit of this wild and frozen landscape.Highly 
recommended.

KurzbeschreibungIn June of 1994 Alvah Simon and his wife, Diana, set off in their 36-foot sailboat to explore the 
hauntingly beautiful world of icebergs, tundra, and fjords lying high above the Arctic Circle. Four months later, 
unexpected events would trap Simon alone on his boat, frozen in ice 100 miles from the nearest settlement, with the 
long polar night stretching into darkness for months to come. With his world circumscribed by screaming blizzards 
and marauding polar bears and his only companion a kittten named Halifax, Simon withstands months of crushing 
loneliness, sudden blindness, and private demons. Trapped in a boat buried beneath the drifting snow, he struggles 
through the perpertual darkness toward a spiritual awakening and an understanding of the forces that conspired to 
bring him there. He emerges five months later a transformed man. Simon's powerful, triumphant story combines the 
suspense of "Into Thin Air" with a crystalline, lyrical prose to explore the hypnotic draw of one of the earth's deepest 
and most dangerous wildernesses..deFollowing his "Arctic dreams" that began with a photograph of the haggard crew 
of the ill-fated ship Endurance, Alvah Simon and his wife, Diana, set sail to winter in the high north. "We call them 
explorers, but I knew that look in their eyes," Simon writes of the early Arctic adventurers. "They were seekers, and 
that is a different thing." With self-discovery as a deeper agenda, the couple ventures into Tay Bay of remote Bylot 
Island; it is their ultima Thule--"the Last Unknown." Their small boat is willingly frozen in the ice. When Diana is 
airlifted out of the Arctic to tend to an emergency back home, Simon is unexpectedly left in solitude. His journey turns 
inward as he confronts the "uncomfortable awakening of my spiritual self." In the waning daylight, then total darkness, 
Simon's days are punctuated by depression and mania, a crackled voice over the radio, Inuit visitors, and hard-earned 
lessons as he is driven by the forces of the Arctic winter and by "the total loss of the sun." In this elegant, well-paced 
book, the Arctic darkness becomes a psychological landscape perforated with light and revelation, and Simon's 
thrilling tale is as captivating as his language. There is a welcome intimacy here as we share the same icy hull, 
listening close to this searching man. Simon courageously tells us about his darkest moments, dreams, and nightmares, 
and when the sun emerges, new eyes greet land and relationships. Simon has discovered his ultima Thule. --Byron 
RicksPressestimmen"This is truly an adventure story--an intense and gripping exploration of the extreme reaches of 



the outer and inner world. It reminds me of Jon Krakauer's work with its blend of suspense and analysis and its sheer 
ability to communicate why and how people do extraordinary things. Though set in the dark, long Arctic winter, North 
to the Night is filled with illumination."-- Bill McKibben, author of The End of Nature"A grand adventure on a vast 
and awesome scale, wrought onto paper by a writer with a true gift."--The Washington Times"The flair of a storyteller 
and the outlook of a philosopher . . ." --The Buffalo News 


