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Von Chaim Grade : My Mother's Sabbath Days: A Memoir  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised My Mother's Sabbath Days: A Memoir: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. This is a 
great book, a work of art, much more than a memoirVon David_H_Hirsch@brown.eduGrade is a brooding writer, but 
one who also writes with grace and humor. "My Mother's Sabbath Days" is a memoir in the same way that Jorge 
Semprun's "Literature or Life" is a memoir, or Proust's "Remembrance of Things Past." It is an artful recreation of a 
way of life, that is to say, a work of fiction in the most profound sense, a work that reproduces not only the surface of 
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reallity, but its inner depths. Grade's reputation still lags far behind his deserts. He is certainly the equal of Isaac 
Bashevis Singer, but he recreates the world of Polish Jewry with less mockery and with a more brooding sense of 
tragic loss.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A melancholy look at a place way of life that is 
no more.Von Debbie Berliner (berliner@humboldt1.com)Mr. Grade paints with words a lively, personal look at 
Jewish life in the Jerusalem of Lithuania in the twilight of its existence. "My Mother's Sabbath Days" is written in a 
way that enables the reader to feel as if he or she is in Vilna with Mr. Grade. We share the burden of day to day life, 
the joy and peace of celebrating the Sabbath, and an unforgettable journey with the simple Jews of Vilna, right before 
the bloody tide of the Shoah swept into history this unique way of life in Eastern Europe.

KurzbeschreibungThis tender and moving memoir by the great Yiddish writer Chaim Grade takes us to the very 
source of his widely praised novels and poemsthe city of Vilna, the "Jerusalem of Lithuania," during the years before 
World War II. Centered on the figure of Grade's mother, Vellasimple, pious, hard-workingthis is a richly detailed 
account of the ghetto of his youth, of the lives of the rabbis, the wives, the tradesmen, the peddlers, and the scholars. 
We see Vella, desperate after losing her husband, become a fruit-peddler, struggling to survive poverty and to remain 
true to her faith in the face of human pettiness and cruelty. We follow Grade as he walks in the footsteps of his scholar 
father, a champion of enlightenment; we see him entering marriage, and his mother finding some peace of mind in a 
marriage of her ownall of this in a world recalled with extraordinary physical and emotional intensity. Then, World 
War II. The partition of Poland between the Soviet Union and Germany is followed by the new German invasion of 
June 1941. Gradebelieving, as do so many others, that the Nazis pose a danger chiefly to able-bodied men like 
himselfflees into Russia. In his travels on foot and by train he meets a fascinating, kaleidoscopic array of characters: 
the disillusioned Communist Lev Kogan; the durachok, or simpleton, a young prisoner who, mistaken for a German 
spy, is shot when he jumps from a train; the once-prosperous lawyer, Orenstein, who virtually becomes a beggar, dies 
and is buried by strangers in a remote Central Asian village. With the war's end, Grade returns to Vilnato find the 
ghetto in ruins, to learn that his wife and his mother have gone to their deathsand he is left with nothing but memories. 
But it is here, amid the devastation of a people, that he finds the compulsion and the passion to commit to paper the 
world that has been lost.KurzbeschreibungThis tender and moving memoir by the great Yiddish writer Chaim Grade 
takes us to the very source of his widely praised novels and poemsthe city of Vilna, the "Jerusalem of Lithuania," 
during the years before World War II. Centered on the figure of Grade's mother, Vellasimple, pious, hard-workingthis 
is a richly detailed account of the ghetto of his youth, of the lives of the rabbis, the wives, the tradesmen, the peddlers, 
and the scholars. We see Vella, desperate after losing her husband, become a fruit-peddler, struggling to survive 
poverty and to remain true to her faith in the face of human pettiness and cruelty. We follow Grade as he walks in the 
footsteps of his scholar father, a champion of enlightenment; we see him entering marriage, and his mother finding 
some peace of mind in a marriage of her ownall of this in a world recalled with extraordinary physical and emotional 
intensity. Then, World War II. The partition of Poland between the Soviet Union and Germany is followed by the new 
German invasion of June 1941. Gradebelieving, as do so many others, that the Nazis pose a danger chiefly to able-
bodied men like himselfflees into Russia. In his travels on foot and by train he meets a fascinating, kaleidoscopic array 
of characters: the disillusioned Communist Lev Kogan; the durachok, or simpleton, a young prisoner who, mistaken 
for a German spy, is shot when he jumps from a train; the once-prosperous lawyer, Orenstein, who virtually becomes a 
beggar, dies and is buried by strangers in a remote Central Asian village. With the war's end, Grade returns to Vilnato 
find the ghetto in ruins, to learn that his wife and his mother have gone to their deathsand he is left with nothing but 
memories. But it is here, amid the devastation of a people, that he finds the compulsion and the passion to commit to 
paper the world that has been lost.Synopsis This tender and moving memoir by the great Yiddish writer Chaim Grade 
takes us to the very source of his widely praised novels and poems-the city of Vilna, the Jerusalem of Lithuania, 
during the years before World War II. 


