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would be worth my time, and all praised Crossing the Threshold of Hope:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Be Not
Afraid!VVon James Gallen"Crossing The Threshold Of Hope" originated out of a planned televised interview of Pope
John Paul 11 by an Italian journalist. When the Pope's schedul e forced the cancellation of the interview the project
seemed to have lapsed. A few months later the journalist was surprised when His Holiness provided written answersto
the questions which had been posed, hence, this book.In this book we read Pope John Paul 11's views on a variety of
the issues which capture the imagination of the modern public. Among the topics covered are The Papacy, Prayer, and
How the Pope Prays. He expounds on Jesus, His role as the Son of God, the existence of God and its proof and why
God seems to be hiding. We listen at the feet of the Master as he explains the meaning of salvation, comments on the
multitude of religions, evangelization and the future of the Church. The Pope's enthusiasm for the young and his
passion for human rights leap from the pages. The reader of this book gets the kernel of John Paul I1's teaching
condensed into a book which is readable and understandabl e to a broad range of the public. The message of this
spokesman for Christ comes through clearly and forcefully. I cannot recommend this book too highly. Be not afraid!
Pick up and Read!0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. The heart of the PopeVon FrKurt
MessickPope John Paul 11 will be remembered in history for many things. as aworld traveler, as the champion of the
West over and against the Communist regimes of Europe, and as atheologian of skill and insight. Some of thisinsight
is captured in this book, 'Crossing the Threshold of Hope', in which an Italian journalist, Vittorio Messori, quizzes the
Pope on histheological, ecclesiological and biblical beliefs. Messori asks thoughtful, probing questions, and the Pope
does not shrink from addressing hard questions.One of the first questions in the book might well be summed up in a
sense as 'who do you think you are? Messori asks thiswith al its possible meanings; the Pope addresses the answers -
does the Pope represent anything more than the remnant of powerful historical mythology, or is there something more?
The Pope recasts the question, as he does occasionally in thistext, seeking greater clarification. Rather than answering
the question 'who do you think you are?, he changesit to ‘why be afraid of who you are? Thisis question that applies
not simply to the Pope, but to all of us, as we stand before God as part of God's creation.The portion of the text that
deals with Mariology is particularly interesting, given Pope John Paul 11's particular devotion to the Blessed Virgin
Mary. Here one gets some of the deepest of emotions from the Pope, as he talks about his spiritual life in both mystical
and practical terms.Thisis not a systematic theology; it is more a series of reflective responses to questions posed by
someone outside formal theological tradition (although it is obvious that Messori's questions have theological depth).
This spansthe life of the Pope, from his early daysin Poland to recent times in the Vatican; he refers to theologians
and figures Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox, as well as people beyond the Christian traditions. He speaks with
hopefulness toward a day when there will be greater Christian unity, and cooperation and mutual community with
other religious traditions such as Judaism.This is a good text in which to see the heart of the Pope.0 von 0 Kunden
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Unexpectedly readable, passionate, sympathetic toward ALL.Von Ein
Kundeln days when organized, traditional Christian religion--esp. Roman Catholicism--is not so chic, few persons
receive attention when speaking on morals. The current Pope, love or hate him, gains the ear of more than any other
figure in the world today. The book is surprisingly sympathetic toward those who do not yet have an inclination
toward any religion in particular. His inspirational words exhort us to turn deaf ears to the prophets of doom. For the
contemporary believer who unavoidably givesin to despair occasionally ("Children today are worse than ever," "The
world isfearless of God"), the Roman Pontiff's words comfort and remind of the shame we ought feel for forgetting--
however momentarily--that God walks with those who thirst for His ways, even those who walk with Him but do not
explicitly recognize His friendship. To the as-yet non-believer, he also offers peace and urges patience, and patience
with as-yet non-believersis urged from believers. To destroy hope--be it by personal despair or institutionalized
practices like assisted suicide, euthanasia, eugenics or genocide, abortion, violence, oppression, poverty--isto tear
down the greatest gift the Gospel offers

KurzbeschreibungA great international bestseller, the book in which, on the eve of the millennium, Pope John Paul 11
brings to an accessible level the great theological concerns of our lives. He goes to the heart of his personal beliefs and
speaks with passion about the existence of God; about the dignity of man; about pain, suffering, and evil; about eternal
life and the meaning of salvation; about hope; about the relationship of Christianity to other faiths and of Catholicism
to other branches of the Christian faith.With the humility and generosity of spirit for which he is known, John Paul I1
speaks directly and forthrightly to all people.His Message:K urzbeschreibungA great international bestseller, the book
in which, on the eve of the millennium, Pope John Paul |1 brings to an accessible level the great theological concerns
of our lives. He goes to the heart of his personal beliefs and speaks with passion about the existence of God; about the
dignity of man; about pain, suffering, and evil; about eternal life and the meaning of salvation; about hope; about the
relationship of Christianity to other faiths and of Catholicism to other branches of the Christian faith.With the humility



and generosity of spirit for which he is known, John Paul 11 speaks directly and forthrightly to all people.His

Message: Synopsis 15 years into his papacy, and on the eve of a new millennium, John Paul 11 brings to an accessible
level the great theological questions of our lives. He goesto the heart of his personal beliefs and speaks with passion
about the existence of God; about the dignity of man; about pain, suffering and evil; about eternal life and the meaning
of salvation; about hope; and about the relationship of Christianity to other faiths and that of Catholicism to other
branches of the Christian faith. The book is also available on casette and CD, and al royalties go to charities chosen
by the Pope.



