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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Interesting but too detailedVon Jorg WThe book describes in detail, sometimes too detailed, the life of Consuelo 
Vanderbilt and her mother. I think it focuses too much on women self-determination emanzipation as well as 
patronage - and the pulic life the two women led. Alva certainly was the more ambitious of the two, who used and 
abused her daughter's life for her own ambitions - which finally led to Consuelo's divorce of her unbeloved husband, 
the Duke of Marlborough.The book is well researched and quite detailed and fills a gap - since I had never come 
across a biography of the Vanderbild ladies - which lived certainly a remarkable life. At times it is a little bit too 
lengthy - at least for my taste - nevertheless it gave me a good insight about their lifes at the Gilded Age - for Consuelo 
it was more a guilded cage - I suppose!

KurzbeschreibungThe family trees contained within this ebook are best viewed on a tablet.A fabulously wealthy New 
York beauty marries a cold-hearted British aristocrat at the behest of her Machiavellian mother then leaves him to 
become a prominent Suffragette.Consuelo Vanderbilt was one of the greatest heiresses of the late 19th-century, a 
glittering prize for suitors on both sides of the Atlantic. When she married, a crowd of over 2,000 onlookers gathered, 
and newspapers frenziedly reported every detail of the event, right down to the bridal underwear. Even by the 
standards of the day the glamorous, eighteen-year-old had made an outstanding match: she had ensnared the twenty-
four-year-old Duke of Marlborough, the most eligible peer in Great Britain.Yet the brides swollen face, barely hidden 
under the veil, presaged the unhappiness that lay in the couples painful twelve-year future. It was not Consuelo, but 
her domineering mother who had forced the marriage through. This captivating biography tells of the lives of mother 
and daughter: the story of the fairytale wedding and its nightmarish aftermath, and an account of how both women 
went on to dedicate their lives to the dramatic fight for womens rights, in the light of their own 
suffering.Pressestimmen"Compellingly readable. [Mackenzie Stuart] writes... with the eye of an accomplished 
historian and with profound sympathy for the central figures." -- Richmond Times-Dispatch"Astute. . . . A lively 
narrative. . . . Written with impressive verve and confidence." -- Newsday"Book lovers, Anglophiles and social 
historians alike will find much to please them in this fine, well-researched biography." -- Virginian Pilot"highly 
readable, well constructed, novelish biography.a confident and compelling book." -- Contemporary "A riveting story... 
Alva and Consuelo emerge as unique and fascinating characters... A very entertaining read." -- Publishers Weekly"[A] 
fascinating dual biography." -- Elle"An intimate look at two women whose lives reveal changing social patterns. Just 
fascinating." -- USA Today"Mackenzie Stuart has skillfully integrated a great deal of research... and she gives a rich 
sense of both women." -- Washington Post Book World"A saga of transatlantic maneuvers worthy of Henry James or 
Edith Wharton." -- Kirkus s"Skilfully and sympathetically told. . . . Brilliant." -- Antonia Fraser, The Times 
(London)"Riveting . . . [An] excellent biography . . . Mackenzie Stuart narrates with an elegance equal to her 
subject's." -- Francine du Plessix Gray, New York Times Book "Fascinating... A thoughtful portrait of two strong, well-
educated women who were more than the measure of their extreme wealth." -- Seattle Times"[A] deftly contextualized 
account." -- Vogue"Impeccably researched . . . Mackenzie Stuart's history marshals an impressive trove of primary 
documents." -- The New Yorker Skilfully and sympathetically told by Amanda Mackenzie Stuart It is brilliant 
Mackenzie Stuart has treated us to some marvellous vignettes of life at Blenheim in the Gilded Age . Antonia Fraser, 
The Times A dual life story that reads as pleasurably as the best fiction but with all the intelligence of a first-rate 
biography completely absorbing. Amanda Foreman It moves, entertains and intrigues. Independent on Sunday [ ]an 
intelligent, insightful and highly readable book about the gilded cage of aristocratic marriage. Daily Mail The story of 
Consuelo and Alva has everything: glamour, money, gossip, intrigue and pathos. Harpers Queen" Skilfully and 
sympathetically told by Amanda Mackenzie Stuart It is brilliant Mackenzie Stuart has treated us to some marvellous 
vignettes of life at Blenheim in the Gilded Age . Antonia Fraser, The Times A dual life story that reads as pleasurably 
as the best fiction but with all the intelligence of a first-rate biography completely absorbing. Amanda Foreman It 
moves, entertains and intrigues. Independent on Sunday [ ]an intelligent, insightful and highly readable book about the 
gilded cage of aristocratic marriage. Daily Mail The story of Consuelo and Alva has everything: glamour, money, 
gossip, intrigue and pathos. Harpers Queen"'Skilfully and sympathetically told by Amanda Mackenzie Stuart...It is 
brilliant...Mackenzie Stuart has treated us to some marvellous vignettes of life at Blenheim in the "Gilded Age."' 
Antonia Fraser, The Times'A dual life story that reads as pleasurably as the best fiction but with all the intelligence of 
a first-rate biography...completely absorbing.' Amanda Foreman'It moves, entertains and intrigues.' Independent on 
Sunday'[...]an intelligent, insightful and highly readable book about the gilded cage of aristocratic marriage.' Daily 
Mail'The story of Consuelo and Alva has everything: glamour, money, gossip, intrigue and pathos.' Harpers 
QueenKurzbeschreibungThe family trees contained within this ebook are best viewed on a tablet.A fabulously wealthy 
New York beauty marries a cold-hearted British aristocrat at the behest of her Machiavellian mother then leaves him 



to become a prominent Suffragette.Consuelo Vanderbilt was one of the greatest heiresses of the late 19th-century, a 
glittering prize for suitors on both sides of the Atlantic. When she married, a crowd of over 2,000 onlookers gathered, 
and newspapers frenziedly reported every detail of the event, right down to the bridal underwear. Even by the 
standards of the day the glamorous, eighteen-year-old had made an outstanding match: she had ensnared the twenty-
four-year-old Duke of Marlborough, the most eligible peer in Great Britain.Yet the brides swollen face, barely hidden 
under the veil, presaged the unhappiness that lay in the couples painful twelve-year future. It was not Consuelo, but 
her domineering mother who had forced the marriage through. This captivating biography tells of the lives of mother 
and daughter: the story of the fairytale wedding and its nightmarish aftermath, and an account of how both women 
went on to dedicate their lives to the dramatic fight for womens rights, in the light of their own suffering. 


