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Von Elouise Renich Fraser : Confessions of a Beginning Theologian  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Confessions of a Beginning Theologian: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. On 
becoming a beginnerVon Derek MelansonA certain anxiety can accompany theological work. Do I really understand 
the Bible? How do I relate to the Bible and to my heritage as a Christian, whatever it may be? How do I find my own 
voice as a theologian? And what about those things, those experiences, that shape me as a specific person? How do 
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these things shape my identity as a theologian? These are the questions Elouise Renich Fraser reflects upon in 
"Confessions of a Beginning Theologian." And while these may be perennial questions theologians face, this is not a 
book of ivory tower theological expositions or one that outlines a sophisticated theological method. Rather, it is an 
intensely personal, even autobiographical account of one woman's journey in becoming a theologian. Both honest and 
probing, Fraser's 'confessions' reveal and uncover connections that exist, but often remain unseen, between theological 
work and personal experience.Throughout Confessions Fraser considers the relationship between her own upbringing 
to her relationship to the Bible, the nature of her theological commitments, what it means to understand and dialogue 
with other theologians, and what it means to speak in her own voice. Specifically, for her, this has meant attending to 
her identity as a female theologian. Raised in a strict, conservative Christian background dominated by male authority, 
her journey has been punctuated by realizations as to how this particular background impacts her theology. Thus, for 
Fraser, theological existence has meant discovering how investigating the wholeness of our experience is itself a 
distinctly theological task. Underlying Fraser's story is the sense that being a theologian means coming to terms with 
being a human being and the accompanying realization that "God hasn't abandoned the messiness of our lives in favor 
of less threatening involvement in a world of ideas." While sometimes the difference between being a Christian and 
being a theologian is not clear in her account, perhaps therein lies the strength of Confessions, that both involve the 
posture of trust in the reality to which theology refers and that in both cases we are in a sense always beginners. And, 
as she says, "God loves beginners."0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. On becoming a 
beginnerVon Derek MelansonA certain anxiety can accompany theological work. Do I really understand the Bible? 
How do I relate to the Bible and to my heritage as a Christian, whatever it may be? How do I find my own voice as a 
theologian? And what about those things, those experiences, that shape me as a specific person? How do these things 
shape my identity as a theologian? These are the questions Elouise Renich Fraser reflects upon in "Confessions of a 
Beginning Theologian." And while these may be perennial questions theologians face, this is not a book of ivory tower 
theological expositions or one that outlines a sophisticated theological method. Rather, it is an intensely personal, even 
autobiographical account of one woman's journey in becoming a theologian. Both honest and probing, Fraser's 
'confessions' reveal and uncover connections that exist, but often remain unseen, between theological work and 
personal experience.Throughout Confessions Fraser considers the relationship between her own upbringing to her 
relationship to the Bible, the nature of her theological commitments, what it means to understand and dialogue with 
other theologians, and what it means to speak in her own voice. Specifically, for her, this has meant attending to her 
identity as a female theologian. Raised in a strict, conservative Christian background dominated by male authority, her 
journey has been punctuated by realizations as to how this particular background impacts her theology. Thus, for 
Fraser, theological existence has meant discovering how investigating the wholeness of our experience is itself a 
distinctly theological task. Underlying Fraser's story is the sense that being a theologian means coming to terms with 
being a human being and the accompanying realization that "God hasn't abandoned the messiness of our lives in favor 
of less threatening involvement in a world of ideas." While sometimes the difference between being a Christian and 
being a theologian is not clear in her account, perhaps therein lies the strength of Confessions, that both involve the 
posture of trust in the reality to which theology refers and that in both cases we are in a sense always beginners. And, 
as she says, "God loves beginners."0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Challenging women to 
act on their faithVon Ein KundeThis book is a wonderful account of one woman's search to best utilize the gifts God 
has given her, despite existing stereotypes inside and outside of the Church. Challenging and inspiring, she shares her 
struggles to understand how her womanhood and faith go together as she studies in seminary, raises a family, and 
becomes an academic theologian. A must read for women who struggle with traditional roles and seek the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit in how to effectively utilize the natural abilities and passions God has given them.

KurzbeschreibungI hate looking and sounding like a beginner. Making mistakes and asking questions. Not sure yet 
where I'm going, much less how I'm going to get from here to there. Afraid of what might happen along the way. But 
God loves beginners.Becoming a theologian is about becoming a beginner. It isn't about whether you're old enough, 
young enough, smart enough or good enough. . . .It isn't about becoming someone else, changing your personality or 
leaving your past behind. And it isn't about becoming dull and dry, giving up fun and excitement, retreating from the 
world to attain some more exalted existence.In this poignant, strikingly honest account, theologian Elouise Renich 
Fraser reveals her inner journey to overcome fear--fear of being wrong, doing wrong, being misunderstood and 
ignored--to confront her past and learn to befriend the Bible. Her story will inspire and encourage other "beginners"--
at whatever stage in their personal and theological journeys--to learn to read theological texts more sympathetically, to 
develop theological imagination and to find their own voices as authentic human beings before 
God.KurzbeschreibungI hate looking and sounding like a beginner. Making mistakes and asking questions. Not sure 
yet where I'm going, much less how I'm going to get from here to there. Afraid of what might happen along the way. 
But God loves beginners.Becoming a theologian is about becoming a beginner. It isn't about whether you're old 



enough, young enough, smart enough or good enough. . . .It isn't about becoming someone else, changing your 
personality or leaving your past behind. And it isn't about becoming dull and dry, giving up fun and excitement, 
retreating from the world to attain some more exalted existence.In this poignant, strikingly honest account, theologian 
Elouise Renich Fraser reveals her inner journey to overcome fear--fear of being wrong, doing wrong, being 
misunderstood and ignored--to confront her past and learn to befriend the Bible. Her story will inspire and encourage 
other "beginners"--at whatever stage in their personal and theological journeys--to learn to read theological texts more 
sympathetically, to develop theological imagination and to find their own voices as authentic human beings before 
God.Der Verlag ber das BuchA theological and spiritual journey to discovery."I hate looking and sounding like a 
beginner. Making mistakes and asking questions. Not sure yet where I'm going, much less how I'm going to get from 
here to there. Afraid of what might happen along the way. But God loves beginners. "Becoming a theologian is about 
becoming a beginner. It isn't about whether you're old enough, young enough, smart enough or good enough. . . . "It 
isn't about becoming someone else, changing your personality or leaving your past behind. And it isn't about becoming 
dull and dry, giving up fun and excitement, retreating from the world to attain some more exalted existence."Elouise 
Renich Fraser, in this poignant, strikingly honest account, reveals her inner journey to overcome fear--fear of being 
wrong, doing wrong, being misunderstood and ignored--to confront her past and learn to befriend the Bible. Her story 
will inspire and encourage other "beginners"--at whatever stage in their personal and theological journeys--to learn to 
read theological texts more sympathetically, to develop theological imagination and to find their own voices as 
authentic human beings before God."The searing honesty and thoughtful reflection of this courageous woman in her 
journey of faith and her journey as a theologian open a window into often hidden and silent struggles. Through such 
honesty come insight and wisdom." Roberta HestenesElouise Renich Fraser (Ph.D., Vanderbilt) is professor of 
systematic theology at Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Philadelphia. END 


