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KurzbeschreibungCompelling Conversations is perfect for conversation clubs, private tutors, and conversation
courses! This innovative English as a Second Language (ESL) textbook helps advanced English Language Learners
develop conversation skills and improve fluency by sharing experiences, reflecting on their lives, and discussing
proverbs and quotations. The ESL book includes 45 thematic chapters, over 1,350 questions, 500 vocabulary words,
250 proverbs and American idioms, and 500 quotations. Designed for both adult education and intensive English
language students, the conversations deepen critical thinking skills and speaking skills essential to successin
community college and university programs. Compelling Conversations has been used in classroomsin over 40
countries, is recommended by English Teaching Professional magazine, and enjoyed by thousands of English
students.About the authorsEric H Roth teaches international students the pleasures of writing and public speaking in
English at the University of Southern California. He has also taught various ESL courses at Santa Monica College,
UCLA Extension, and Cal State-Long Beach. Roth also taught university students in France and Spain and directed
the summer program at APU International High School in Vietnam.Toni Aberson taught English and supervised
English teachers for 35 years, and believes that alively classroom is the optimal learning environment.User
reviewsCompelling Conversations' topics are timely, meaningful, and presented in such away asto stimulate
immediate class participation. Marc Y ablonka, Author ESL Teacher, LAUSD Adult EducationThe students | tutor are
well-educated adults, reich in culture and experiences. This book allows them to produce natural conversations using
what is most intimate to them: their lives and their culture. Patricia Schulze, ESL TutorBook reviewsEnglish Teaching
Professional, January 2009 :Compelling Conversations is a recommended resource for teachers who want to make
their conversation classes more learner-centered. It should be especially appealing to those who wish to escape the
confines of the Presentati on-Practice-Production approach and do without a formal grammatical or functional syllabus.
It reflects the authors' considerable professional experience, and would be a notable addition to any English teacher's
bookshelf. - Hall Houston : This outstanding resource (Compelling Conversations) allows teachers to confidently walk
into an advanced ESL classroom with self-contained, engaging conversation lessons... | wish | would have had that
book in my old adult/university classes. A great book for adult education teachers, university instructors, and private
tutors!" - Eric BuschSanta Monica Daily Press, 1/16/2009 :Have you been looking for a good ESL manual ? If you
have, | think Compelling Conversationsis oneto consider. ... This manual will go best with the advanced ESL student
or even at coffee shop conversation clubs. It will bring about authentic, not stilted communication, which should be
the purpose of an ESL course. It is easier for a person to learn alanguage through conversation rather than by a given
list of vocabulary words. That is what makes this a welcome addition to the material which can be used for the
immigrant who must learn English to advance in the world. - Dane Robert SwansonPressestimmen...highly effective
"In my own teaching, | have found questions and quotations to be highly effective in promoting student discussion.
Questions are useful in that they require aresponse from the listener. Asking them also helps students master the tricky
rules of the interrogative. Quotations are brilliant flashes of wit expressed in the shortest space possible, often just a
sentence or two. The authors have compiled a formidable collection of quotations by famous people. The authors also
add some wise proverbs here and there. My two favourites were 'Recite "patience” three times and it will spare you a
murder' and "When money talks, truth keeps silent, * which are from Korea and Russia. In sum, Compelling
Conversations is a recommended resource for teachers who want to make their conversation classes more learner-
centered. It should be especially appealing to those who wish to escape the confines of the Presentation-Practice-
Production approach and do without aformal grammatical or functional syllabus. It reflects the authors' considerable
professional experience, and would be a notable addition to any English teacher's bookshelf." Hal Houston English
Teaching Professional magazine, January 2009 ...should be on every ESL teacher's bookshelf! " Suitable for
intermediate and above, Compelling Conversations has topics that will fit in with any lesson based on topics, or just as
a stand-alone speaking lesson. The questions have been designed to build the conversation, taking the discussion to a
deep level....Each topic has consistency of structure with the four sections, talking, vocabulary, sayings, continued
conversation and quotations that fit with the topic. Overall, a book that should be on every ESL teacher's bookshel f!"
Adelaide Gramarye website, April 16, 2011 ... high-stakes conversations "Listening events are not difficult to set up.
Ideas that have worked for me: values clarification exercises (see Hall Houston's Provoking Thought, Chapter 4, for
numerous ideas), watching emotional speeches (see american rhetoric.com for some inspiring examples; check out the
"Movie Speeches' for some great moments), and "high-stakes conversations' (see Eric H. Roth and Toni Aberson's
Compelling Conversations Section 1 for launchpad ideas).” Michael Rost Author of Teaching and Listening Reseach
(2nd Edition) on A Teacher in Taoyuan blog (April 9, 2011) ...The Language of Opportunity "Dedicated to hisfather,
Dani Roth-who spoke six languages and 'could talk with almost anyone'-the book provides an alternative to

'presentati on-practice-production’ approach to language learning, instead using quotations, questions, and proverbs to
prompt conversation... 'In the classroom and in the book we try to create a space that's tolerant and rigorous at the
sametime, ' Roth says." The focus is on learning by doing, and we want to give people room to make good mistakes-
errors that help us learn. When people expect themselves to be perfect, they go silent.' Most of the book's prompts ask
for recollections or personal opinions. "Whatever perspective you bring to the book, | want you to find validation in
some great thinker, that it's okay to see things that way. That gives us all the freedom to be ourselves and less of who



we think we should be, or who we've been programmed or conditioned to be.' Roth believes that the English language
itself can be liberating. 'Learning English can allow some to escape the prison of their national background. In many
languages, the words are either masculine or feminine. English doesn't do this. Much has been written about why
English-speaking countries were the first of women's rights; the language doesn't discriminate against women
structurally." Wabash College Magazine Fall 2011 by Steve CharlesKurzbeschreibungCompelling Conversationsis
perfect for conversation clubs, private tutors, and conversation courses! This innovative English as a Second Language
(ESL) textbook helps advanced English Language L earners develop conversation skills and improve fluency by
sharing experiences, reflecting on their lives, and discussing proverbs and quotations. The ESL book includes 45
thematic chapters, over 1,350 questions, 500 vocabulary words, 250 proverbs and American idioms, and 500
guotations. Designed for both adult education and intensive English language students, the conversations deepen
critical thinking skills and speaking skills essential to success in community college and university programs.
Compelling Conversations has been used in classroomsin over 40 countries, is recommended by English Teaching
Professional magazine, and enjoyed by thousands of English students.About the authorsEric H Roth teaches
international students the pleasures of writing and public speaking in English at the University of Southern California.
He has also taught various ESL courses at Santa Monica College, UCLA Extension, and Cal State-Long Beach. Roth
also taught university studentsin France and Spain and directed the summer program at APU International High
School in Vietnam.Toni Aberson taught English and supervised English teachers for 35 years, and believes that a
lively classroom is the optimal learning environment.User reviewsCompelling Conversations' topics are timely,
meaningful, and presented in such away asto stimulate immediate class participation. Marc Y ablonka, Author ESL
Teacher, LAUSD Adult EducationThe students | tutor are well-educated adults, reich in culture and experiences. This
book allows them to produce natural conversations using what is most intimate to them: their lives and their culture.
Patricia Schulze, ESL TutorBook reviewsEnglish Teaching Professional, January 2009 :Compelling Conversationsis a
recommended resource for teachers who want to make their conversation classes more |earner-centered. It should be
especially appealing to those who wish to escape the confines of the Presentation-Practice-Production approach and do
without aformal grammatical or functional syllabus. It reflects the authors considerable professional experience, and
would be a notable addition to any English teacher's bookshelf. - Hall Houston :This outstanding resource (Compelling
Conversations) allows teachersto confidently walk into an advanced ESL classroom with self-contained, engaging
conversation lessons... | wish | would have had that book in my old adult/university classes. A great book for adult
education teachers, university instructors, and private tutors!" - Eric BuschSanta Monica Daily Press, 1/16/2009 :Have
you been looking for agood ESL manual? If you have, | think Compelling Conversationsis one to consider. ... This
manual will go best with the advanced ESL student or even at coffee shop conversation clubs. It will bring about
authentic, not stilted communication, which should be the purpose of an ESL course. It is easier for aperson to learn a
language through conversation rather than by a given list of vocabulary words. That is what makes this awelcome
addition to the material which can be used for the immigrant who must learn English to advance in the world. - Dane
Robert Swanson



